EU-US Education Policy Forum

Washington, DC, October 8-9, 2009

JOINT STATEMENT
The first EU-US Education policy forum took place in Washington, DC, on October 8th and 9th, 2009. The forum was organized by the European Commission's Directorate General for Education and Culture and by the US Department of Education. It was co-chaired by Mrs. Martha Kanter, US Under Secretary of Education, and by Mrs. Odile Quintin, European Commission Director General for Education and Culture.

The purpose of the EU-US Education policy forum was to exchange views on common challenges and share experiences and best practices in selected policy areas. The agenda of the meeting focused in particular on higher education reforms—notably the Bologna process—and on university-business cooperation aiming at enhancing openness and responsiveness of education and training systems to tackle the skills mismatch. 

The forum was organized in the framework of the third US-EU Agreement in Higher Education and Training concluded in 2006 for an eight-year period. The Agreement underpins the Atlantis program through which the two sides support transatlantic joint/double degree programs and mobility projects, and the Schuman-Fulbright program providing grants to students, researchers and professionals for conducting studies on the EU or EU-US relations.

Odile Quintin, Director General for Education and Culture at the European Commission, and Ms. Martha Kanter, US Under Secretary of Education, stressed that: "The first EU-US Education Policy Forum provided us an unprecedented opportunity to foster mutual understanding and deepen transatlantic cooperation. Investment in Education and international cooperation is today more important than ever in the context of the current economic crisis and globalization. We face common challenges in America and in the EU especially in terms of modernization of higher education and opening our universities to the word of business. On the basis of the good results of this meeting where we agreed on several joint actions, we are committed to continue and strengthen this dialogue on a regular basis in the context of the Atlantis program. The next meeting will be held in Brussels in fall 2010 and will focus on the areas of schools, teacher development and skills for tomorrow."

Prominent experts from the academic community participated in the forum in addition to representatives from the European Commission and the US Department of Education, From the EU there were Bernd Waechter, Director of the Academic Cooperation Association, Julia Gonzalez, Vice-rector University of Deusto, Eberhard Becker, member of the Executive Board of the International Association of University Presidents, and Paul Hannon, National Council for Graduate Entrepreneurship. US experts at the forum were: John Yopp, University of Kentucky, Clifford Adelman, Institute for Higher Education Policy, James McKenney, Vice president of American Association of Community Colleges, and Van Wood, Virginia Commonwealth University.
Conclusions and Follow-up actions

1. Atlantis program. The parties welcome the recent increases in the annual budget since 2004 devoted to the Atlantis program. They also recognize that there is still a huge untapped potential for academic cooperation and exchanges of students, faculty and staff between the U.S and the EU. In order to better exploit this potential and respond to the demand of cooperation and support from the higher education and training community the parties are committed to continue reinforcing the Atlantis program with strong budgetary support.

2. Joint EU-US Tuning project. The Commission has been supporting the project "Tuning Educational Structures in Europe" since 2000. It is a university driven initiative involving at present 135 European institutions from 27 countries that aims at identifying reference points for generic and subject-specific competences for first and second cycle graduates. A US version of the Tuning project has been initiated in 2009 by in Indiana, Minnesota and Utah with the support of the Lumina Foundation. The two sides agree to explore the feasibility of a larger EU-US Tuning scheme and to explore the possibility of applying the tuning approach to transatlantic degrees under the Atlantis program.

3. US participation in the Bologna Policy Forum. In April 2009, the US participated in the first Bologna Policy forum, together with 14 other non-European countries. The next Bologna policy forum will take place on 12 March 2010 in Vienna. The US side reaffirms its interest and commitment to participate in future Bologna Policy Fora, in order to inform on higher education reforms in the US and to acquaint itself with the evolution of higher education in Europe and in other parts of the world. The European Commission, as a member of the Bologna process, will support the US participation at different levels.

4. Entrepreneurship. The two sides recognize the importance of fostering learning of entrepreneurial skills by higher students at different level. The two sides agree to implement an entrepreneurship dimension within the Atlantis program.

5. Alumni Association. The US side welcomes the setting up by the European Commission of an alumni association gathering students that participated in the Atlantis program and commits to working towards the expansion of a joint Atlantis association or the setting up of a separate US chapter for such an association.

6. Enhanced participation of the US in the University-Business Forum. The European Commission has established a University-Business Forum as a platform for exchange and sharing of good practice in the field of University-Business cooperation. The European Commission welcomes the active participation of relevant stakeholders from the US - representatives of public authorities, higher education and business - in the future activities of the Forum.

7. A joint study and a seminar on anticipation and identification of labor market skills needs, and the assessment and recognition of these skills. The "New Skills for New Jobs" aims at improving the European Union's capacity for skills assessment, anticipation and matching. In the framework of this initiative, the two sides will launch a joint study to review exchange and compare good practices in the field of anticipation, identification and validation of skills, to match future labor market needs and to make education and training systems more relevant and more responsive. The study will in particular examine the convergence of efforts, from both sides of the Atlantic, to move to education, training and qualifications systems based on competencies and learning outcomes.

8. Study on University-Business Cooperation. The two sides will prepare the launch of a study on university-business cooperation to get a better understanding of the situation, of the main challenges and issues, but also of a number of examples of good practices in the EU and in the US. The results of the study will be presented at a future EU-US education policy forum.
9. Study on Higher Education Credit Systems in the US and in Europe. For universities engaged in transatlantic academic cooperation and student mobility projects, making sense of credit systems applied by partner institutions on the other side of the Atlantic is an essential condition for granting full recognition of study abroad periods. Credit accumulation has a long tradition in US higher education. The European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System ECTS is today used in almost all European countries. The two sides consider the time right for launching a joint study to compare higher education credit systems in Europe and in the US with a view to identifying best practices for enhancing transparency and recognition of study abroad periods across the Atlantic.
10. Integration of minorities and promotion of access to higher education. The two sides recognized the key role of education for the societal integration of migrants and the importance of policies promoting the equality of access of disadvantaged groups to higher education. The two sides reaffirmed their intention to exchange good practices in this area with a view to identify future joint actions.

