EU Ambassador Says 27-Nation Bloc Eager to Work with Wyoming on Clean Coal Technology

BYLINE: By BEN NEARY, Associated Press Writer
Associated Press Financial Wire


February 29, 2008 Friday 6:47 PM GMT 

SECTION: BUSINESS NEWS

LENGTH: 354 words

DATELINE: CHEYENNE Wyo.
John Bruton, European Union ambassador to the United States, told Wyoming lawmakers on Thursday that the world is watching their efforts to encourage development of technology to capture emissions from coal-fired power plants.
Bruton, former prime minister of Ireland, addressed the Wyoming House and Senate. He was scheduled to head afterward to the University of Wyoming, where he was to speak at various events Thursday and Friday.

In his address to Wyoming lawmakers, Bruton said the EU, an organization of 27 European nations, is the largest source of foreign investment in Wyoming. He said the EU is anxious to work with Wyoming on research into clean coal technology.

Bruton said Wyoming lawmakers are doing important work to make sure that burning coal doesn't cause difficulty for people in the state and elsewhere.

"We in Europe have a lot of coal, you have a lot of coal," Bruton said in the Senate. He said policy makers in Europe as well as in Wyoming need to make sure that they pass along to their children "that tremendous resource that was given to us by the Creator."

Bills are moving through the Wyoming Legislature that would specify that landowners also own the right to store carbon emissions in the ground underneath their property. State officials say Wyoming is leading the way toward ensuring a useful future for coal in enacting such legislation.

"One of my purposes in coming here is to get these research resources pooled," Bruton said of clean coal efforts going on in Wyoming and in Europe.

"The European Union is exceptionally important to Wyoming, because European Union companies represent the biggest source of foreign investment in this state," Bruton said. He said the EU is also the second largest recipient of Wyoming exports after Canada.

Stephanie Anderson, assistant professor at UW's Department of Political Science, stated in a press release issued Thursday that in 2002, the 15 nations then in the EU were the largest foreign direct investors in Wyoming, supporting 5,500 jobs in the state. She stated that Wyoming exported $63 million worth of products to the EU in 2003, mostly chemicals.

