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COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

2591st Council Meeting General Affairs and External Relations

Luxembourg, 14 June 2004

Press release on Iraq - Council conclusions

The Council adopted the following conclusions:
"1. The Council welcomed the unanimous approval of UN Security Council Resolution 1546,

which reaffirms the right of the Iraqi people to determine their political future and to

control their financial and natural resources. The Council looked forward to the restoration

of Iraqi sovereignty by 30 June 2004.

2. The Council expressed its full support for the achievement of these goals as endorsed in

the Resolution - the formation of a sovereign interim government with the important

contribution of the UN, the ending of occupation by 30 June, the reassertion by Iraq of its

full sovereignty, the proposed timetable for political transition to democratic government,

the role of the UN and the authorisation for a multinational force.

3. The Council reiterated its condemnation of the mistreatment of prisoners and insisted that

all prisoners be treated in accordance with international law.

4. The restoration of Iraqi sovereignty and the support of the international community are

essential to help stabilise the situation in Iraq. In this context, the role of neighbouring

countries will be particularly important, also with a view to regional stability. The Council

wished the new government every success in meeting the major challenges which lie

ahead, including the preparation of the elections to be held at the latest by 31 January 2005,

and confirms the EU's readiness to support the Iraqi government and the Iraqi people.

5. The Council welcomed the medium-term strategy for the EU's relations with Iraq presented

by the High Representative and the Commission, and the Commission Communication

entitled "The European Union and Iraq - A Framework for Engagement" and

recommended their endorsement by the European Council. They noted that this strategy,

along with Security Council Resolution 1546, will provide a framework within which the

EU can continue to assist the Iraqi people as they enter a new era in the history of their

country.

6. The Council expressed its determination to help with the political and economic

reconstruction of Iraq and underlined its support for the reintegration of Iraq into the

international community as a sovereign, independent democratic country, at peace with

itself and with its neighbours and with its territorial integrity preserved.

7. The Council expressed satisfaction at the recent liberation of Italian and Polish hostages by

coalition forces. The Council reiterated its condemnation of all violence and terrorist

attacks, including kidnappings and the brutal murder of hostages."

II

COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE COUNCIL AND THE

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

The European Union and Iraq – A Framework for Engagement

I. INTRODUCTION

This Communication responds to the 16-17 October 2003 European Council’s request for a

strategy for the European Union’s relations with Iraq and contributes to the EU Strategic

Partnership with the Mediterranean and Middle East. It aims to provide a basis for discussions

with the incoming sovereign Iraqi government and broader Iraqi society. It seeks to convey to

the Iraqi people, who have suffered from years of successive wars, sanctions and brutal

authoritarian rule, the European Union’s desire to see the emergence of a secure, stable and

prosperous Iraq, at peace with its neighbours and integrated into the international community.

The Communication is being adopted against the background of acute insecurity since the

2003 war, which continues to afflict the Iraqi population in their day-to-day lives and hamper

progress in the country’s political, economic and social recovery. Nevertheless, the

appointment of a new Iraqi Interim Government and the adoption of UN Security Council

Resolution 1546 on 8 June 2004 confirming the full transfer of responsibility and authority to

Iraqis as of 30 June 2004 and reinforcing the central role of the United Nations offers an

opportunity for the EU to support Iraqi efforts to bring a new direction to their country.

The Communication analyses the EU’s fundamental interest in seeking greater engagement

with Iraq and sets out medium-term objectives for the development of EU-Iraq relations. It

argues that the European Union should offer a framework which allows for progressively

closer EU-Iraq relations, at a pace determined by progress in the political transition and the

security climate. In the light of the evolution of the situation on the ground, the EU should be

ready to review its approach.

II. THE EUROPEAN UNION AND IRAQ

Under Saddam Hussein's 24-year regime, the EU had no political or contractual relations with

Iraq and its role was limited to implementing United Nations Security Council (UNSC)

sanctions. The EU has, however, been an important actor in the humanitarian field. From

1992 onwards, the European Community (EC) was the largest single donor of humanitarian

assistance to Iraq after the United Nations (UN). EU-Iraq trade relations were also significant,

particularly with respect to energy.

In addition to the involvement of a number of EU Member States in providing security in

Iraq, the EU’s efforts since the war in 2003 have focused on providing humanitarian relief and

political and financial support to launch the reconstruction process. In early 2003, the EC set

aside €100 million for the European Community Humanitarian Office (ECHO) to provide

humanitarian aid to Iraq; EU Member States pledged more than €731 million. Following

adoption of UNSC Resolution 1483 on 22 May 2003, the EU lifted its sanctions against Iraq.

The Madrid donors conference held on 23-24 October 2003 launched the multilateral effort to

assist Iraq’s reconstruction. At the conference the EU as a whole pledged over €1.25 billion,

including the EC contribution. The conference also welcomed the UN and World Bank’s

intention to establish a multi donor trust fund for Iraq – the International Reconstruction Fund

Facility for Iraq.

Since October 2003, EU assistance for Iraq has widened in scope. While the humanitarian

needs of the population are declining, resources for reconstruction are supplementing

humanitarian work to rehabilitate core public services, and expanding to include the provision

of employment, poverty reduction and the strengthening of Iraq’s institutions and

administration. EC assistance has also been directed to supporting the UN role in the political

process and the development of Iraqi civil society and democratic institutions. Since 2003 the

EU has provided assistance amounting to €305 million from the EC budget to Iraq
.

EU interest in a secure, stable, democratic and prosperous Iraq

The EU has substantial interests in working with Iraq to re-build its political and legal

institutions, reform its economy and revitalise civil society. These include:

· A fundamental interest in a successful political transition to establish a stable, pluralistic democracy, underpinned by a constitution which guarantees respect for the rule of law, human rights and fundamental freedoms. This will offer hope to the people of Iraq and help to ensure Iraq’s territorial integrity and internal security.
· An equal interest in helping to promote economic growth and diversification, reduce
poverty and unemployment and improved living standards for the Iraqi population. A

functioning, competitive and diversified market economy, the reconstruction of Iraq’s

infrastructure, particularly the inter-connection of Iraq’s transport network with the pan-European transport corridors, and Iraq’s economic integration into its region will help improve the distribution of wealth in the country, reduce Iraq’s susceptibility to external shocks and develop the potential for mutually beneficial EU-Iraq trade and investment, human and cultural ties. Stability and greater prosperity should also facilitate the voluntary return of Iraqi refugees in Europe, strengthening social and professional ties between EU countries and Iraq.
· A further interest in Iraq’s potential contribution to security and stability in the region. The end of Saddam Hussein’s regime creates an opportunity for overcoming regional tensions. An Iraq at peace with its neighbours and its region will also contribute to the realisation of the objectives set out in the European Security Strategy. Turkey, an EU candidate country, also stands to gain from the emergence of a stable and democratic Iraq.
· A strong interest in the establishment of a fair, transparent and non-discriminatory legal

framework in Iraq. Predictability and legal certainty are preconditions for the very

substantive investments required in the country, not least in the energy sector. Given Iraq’s significant contribution to the Union’s security of energy supply and the potential for the EU and Iraq to mutually benefit from increased Iraqi production of oil and natural gas, a level playing field for investment and regulatory convergence in the energy sector is of strong interest to both the EU and Iraq.

III. OBJECTIVES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF EU-IRAQ RELATIONS

The stability and prosperity of Iraq will require not only the support of the EU, but also the

combined efforts of the international community and, above all, of the Iraqis themselves. The

EU should therefore engage with the new Iraqi administration and Iraqi society to discuss the

role they see the EU playing in Iraq and develop its presence and engagement with Iraq

progressively as the transition process evolves. The aim should be to lay the foundations for

broad-based and mutually beneficial relations over the medium-term. In its dialogue with

Iraq, the EU could propose to focus its strategy towards Iraq on the following medium-term

objectives:

· The development of a secure, stable and democratic Iraq, with a parliament and a
government, elected on the basis of a constitution that guarantees respect for

human rights and fundamental freedoms of the Iraqi population as a whole.
· The establishment of an open, stable, sustainable and diversified market economy
and society as a basis for human security, economic growth, employment

generation and poverty reduction, with resources used to promote equitable

economic and social development.

· Iraq’s economic and political integration into its region and the open international
system. 
A secure, stable and democratic Iraq 
There is now an opportunity for Iraq to set aside its history of authoritarian control and to build stable democratic institutions that guarantee the rights of all Iraqis, including women and ethnic, religious and tribal minorities. The resolution of issues such as the role of religion in the state, an effective and democratically controlled security sector and the organisation of relations between provincial and central administrations will be central to the success of the political process. Equally, the establishment of democratic institutions will require a process of national reconciliation and consensus building. 
As confirmed by UNSCR 1546, the UN will draw on its considerable experience in Iraq before the war and and on the work begun by UN Special Envoy Sergio De Mello before the tragic attack on UN headquarters in Baghdad last year and continued by Special Envoy Lakhdar Brahimi, to play a key role in helping the Iraqis to move through their political transition The EU should therefore continue to support the UN in playing this leading role and ensure that its actions to assist Iraq are well coordinated with that organisation. 
Given the EU’s own successful experience in supporting processes of transition from authoritarian systems of government to systems based on democracy, as well as EU Member States diverse experience with federalism and decentralisation, the EU could:
· Welcome UNSC Resolution 1546 confirming the sovereign status of the Iraqi interim government from 30 June 2004 and support its implementation.
· Enter into dialogue with the incoming Iraqi authorities to demonstrate EU support

for the political and constitutional processes.
· Prioritise EU assistance for elections, good governance, the development of Iraqi
civil society and the protection and promotion of human rights.
· Consider expanding its assistance to include measures to support security, in
particular to implement the rule of law, justice and security sector reform.

An open, sustainable and diversified Iraqi market economy

Until 2003 the Iraqi economy was characterised by extensive government intervention, both

directly through state owned enterprises (SOEs) and indirectly through heavy regulation, price

restrictions and subsidies. The government-dominated oil sector has been the most important

engine of the economy and, in the short-term, will need to expand rapidly to finance

reconstruction. Over the medium-term, however, Iraq faces a triple economic transition to an

economy based on peaceful development, a functioning market economy and more diversified

and sustainable sources of domestic income.

Poverty and unemployment are widespread in Iraq, creating political and social tension.

Measures to mitigate the social effects of the reforms that are required to raise living

standards over the medium-term are essential, particularly in relation to price liberalisation,

SOE restructuring and public services. In the short-term, the creation of effective social safety

nets, efforts to increase employment using local skills for reconstruction projects
 and rectify

regional imbalances in the distribution of resources will all be necessary. In the medium-term,

the question of a constitutional framework for the distribution of Iraqi oil revenues needs to be

addressed.

Resolving the issue of Iraq’s external debt obligations, currently estimated at $120
 billion, is

a pre-condition for Iraq’s return to financial viability and sustained economic and social

recovery and the content of an eventual Paris Club agreement is likely to have a broad impact

on all aspects of economic activity in Iraq. The Paris Club group of creditor nations have

committed themselves to work towards a solution in the course of 2004 but comparable

treatment will be needed from non-Paris club official creditors and private lenders. Reducing

Iraq’s financial overhang also requires steps to address the status of the claims granted by the

UN Compensation Commission after the first Gulf war, and those that are still pending.

The EU has a substantial record of working with the transition economies as well as expertise

from its own experience of combining social cohesion with building strong market

institutions, liberalisation and integration. It also has a large internal market ready to receive

flows of Iraqi goods and services. In this context, the EU could:

· Promote resolution of Iraq’s external debt by developing a common view and
recommendations on economic policy conditionality.
· Continue EC assistance to build the capacity of Iraqi administrative and economic
institutions in transition issues, in particular the creation of a functioning customs

administration which would allow for the Generalised System of Preferences

(GSP) to be applied.
· Help Iraq develop judicial capabilities and regulatory and legal frameworks to
encourage economic activity and international investment, including in the energy

sector, and deter corruption, organised crime and criminality.
· Emphasise the need to address issues related to unemployment and poverty, help
to put in place effective safety nets and address regional imbalances in the

distribution of resources.
· Stress that Iraq’s significant mineral wealth should be used to support these goals,
to diversify Iraq’s economy, generate employment, build the necessary physical,

institutional and human capital and reduce income disparities.

An Iraq at peace with its neighbours and integrated into the international community

Iraq’s transformation offers an opportunity to address the legitimate security concerns of the

different actors in the region and to ensure that the emergence of a new political order in Iraq

is perceived positively by neighbouring states. It also gives scope for Iraq, the Gulf

Cooperation Council (GCC) and Iran to foster a community of views on how the region

should tackle common economic challenges. In addition, progress in the transition process

should pave the way for Iraq to assume a greater role in international political and economic

affairs and increase its participation in international fora.

The decision of Iraq’s neighbours to organise a common forum - the Neighbours’ Meetings -

after the 2003 war, to discuss Iraq’s situation demonstrates a shared recognition of the

opportunity for increased intra-regional cooperation. Over the long-term, the progressive

establishment of a regional politico-economic cooperative framework, reducing tensions and

moving gradually to involve security cooperation, could provide a mechanism for improving

stability in the broader region and tackling the legacy of unresolved regional disputes.

Through its close relations with Iraq’s neighbours, its own history of post-conflict

reconciliation, as well as its efforts to promote regional integration, the EU has acquired a

breadth of contacts, experience and expertise that could benefit Iraq and the broader region. In

line with the principles set out in the EU Strategic Partnership with the Mediterranean and the

Middle East and the support the EU has already given for Iraq’s application for observer

status at the World Trade Organisation (WTO), the EU could:

· Use its influence and existing dialogues with the countries of the region, particularly Iraq’s neighbours, to encourage constructive engagement with Iraq and increased intra-regional cooperation.
· Invite Iraq to participate in the EU Strategic Partnership for the Mediterranean and the

Middle East.
· Consider Iraq’s future membership of the WTO in a positive light, once the necessary
conditions are met in line with the EU position on applications from other countries,

including in the region and encourage its participation in other international fora.
IV. A FRAMEWORK FOR PROGRESSIVE ENGAGEMENT

The realisation of the objectives set out in Section III will depend on the degree to which they

are shared by a future Iraqi government and the evolution of the security and political

situation in Iraq. The following proposals for action are therefore options, structured to reflect

the three distinct phases anticipated by UNSCR 1546, and to be developed further in

consultation with the future Iraqi government.

It will also be especially important to ensure that, in implementing actions, the EU Member

States, the European Commission and High Representative work together, and in full

coordination with the United Nations, both on the ground and in international fora. Close

coordination with the World Bank, the IMF and other international financial institutions will

also be essential.

Phase I - Immediate Actions

On 30 June 2004, the Iraqi interim government will assume sovereignty and the Coalition

Provisional Authority will be dissolved. In addition to the on-going provision of assistance for

reconstruction, in the period leading up to elections for a Transitional National Assembly, the

EU could consider the following initiatives:

EU support for elections: Elections for a Transitional National Assembly which will form a

new government and draft a new constitution, a referendum to approve a new constitution and

general elections are all due to take place before 31 December 2005. The EU should be

prepared to play a significant role in the preparation of elections in Iraq, if a request is made

by the interim government or the UN. The EU will also need to assess whether further efforts

are needed, and whether conditions on the ground particularly security, are such as to make

deployment of an EU Election Observation Missions advisable.

Informal political dialogue: The EU should aim to engage with the sovereign Iraqi interim

government as early as possible. If security conditions permit, a political dialogue meeting in

Troika format at ministerial level could be held in Baghdad or in the margins of the UN

General Assembly in September 2004. Ad hoc meetings at senior officials level could also

take place.

EU Missions could play an important role in preparing these contacts, and in canvassing the

views of the Iraqi authorities. Building on the financial support for human rights, civil society

development, voter education and the constitutional process being provided, EU Missions

could also be asked to launch informal dialogue with broader Iraqi civil society, including

NGOs, religious groupings, trade unions, and nascent political parties.

Rule of law and civil administration: Efficient institutions and effective rule of law are of

paramount importance to realise and sustain a secure environment in Iraq. The EU has

experience in other regions of the world of supporting institutional capacity-building in the

justice and security sectors and has also experience in areas critical to post-conflict

stabilisation such as training, monitoring and mentoring of police. In this context, and if

deemed necessary, the European Commission and the EU Member States could reflect on

whether the mechanisms offered by the EU’s civilian crisis management capabilities might be

employed in Iraq, alongside EC instruments.

Encourage positive engagement on the part of Iraq’s neighbours: The EU should support the

Neighbour’s Meetings and any resulting cooperation initiatives and invite Iraq to participate

in the implementation of the EU Strategic Partnership with the Mediterranean and the Middle

East. In addition, the EU could discuss the future of Iraq regularly with Iran, Syria, Turkey,

Jordan and the GCC countries. EU Missions in these countries could be invited to ensure

continuity. The EU could offer to extend this support to include concrete confidence-building

measures for Iraq and its neighbours, for example in border management and customs

administration.

A coordinated view on debt and related economic policy conditionality: While a final decision

on the terms of such an arrangement is for the creditor countries themselves, several EU

Member States are involved in the current Paris Club negotiations on the

rescheduling/forgiveness of Iraq’s debt. Since the likely use of the new Paris Club “Evian”

approach, developed for intermediate income countries, will have implications for the EU’s

future relations with Iraq, efforts could be made to coordinate views on the appropriate

economic conditionality to be attached to an agreement. A regular dialogue between the

European Commission, IMF, World Bank and European Investment Bank could also help

coordinate views and activities on this issue.

GSP trade preferences: Iraq is a beneficiary of the European Community Generalised System

of Preferences (GSP) but the system has not been applied in practice since the first Gulf War

due to sanctions and subsequent conflict. As soon as conditions allow, the European

Commission should work together with the Iraqi administration to set up the administrative

cooperation system which is a requirement for the system to operate.

On-going implementation of humanitarian and reconstruction assistance: The EC assistance

strategy in 2003/04 focuses on monitoring the situation in Iraq, responding to new emergency

humanitarian needs as they arise, providing rapid additional resources for Iraq’s

reconstruction, with a particular emphasis on creating employment, and supporting the

development of a multilateral framework under the auspices of the United Nations and the

International Financial Institutions. As a consequence, the €200 million pledged from the EC

budget at the Madrid Conference for Iraq’s reconstruction in 2003-04 has been transferred to

UN agencies and the International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq and disbursement

should accelerate in this phase.

EC office: The opening of a full European Commission delegation in Iraq depends on the

security situation and on the availability of Community resources. However, as a first step, the

Commission is establishing an office covering Iraq in the premises of its delegation in

Amman to help prepare political representation and ensure local coordination of

reconstruction assistance with EU Member States. The office will also provide for liaison

with the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq and the International Reconstruction

Fund Facility for Iraq. When conditions permit, this office could move to Baghdad.

Phase II – Post Elections

The elections for a Transitional National Assembly should lead to the formation of a

Provisional Government and see an intensification of work to draft a new constitution, to be

ratified by referendum later in 2005. This phase will therefore open the way for further

cooperation and dialogue with Iraq in a number of fields. In addition to activities launched in

Phase I, initiatives could include the following:

EU contribution to rehabilitation and reconstruction: The European Commission has proposed

a further €200 million EU contribution to Iraq’s reconstruction in 2005
 and expects that a

similar amount could be required in 2006, subject to budgetary constraints and the ability to

spend committed funds during 2005. The majority of funds will continue to be directed to the

International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq, however a portion could be reserved for

the direct provision of technical assistance programmes and capacity building support.

Such programmes could support institution-building in a number of sectors, depending on

Iraqi interests. In the political and security sphere, in full coordination with the UN, the EU

could provide advice for the constitutional process as well as further assistance for

democratisation, civilian law enforcement, the rule of law and the justice sector and human

rights. Focal sectors in the social and economic field could include: policy formulation and

good governance, including fiscal and monetary issues, the development of national statistics;

the creation of a functioning trade, customs and investment regime; energy and transport;

environmental remediation and protection; the promotion of the private sector, small and

medium sized enterprise development and a non-discriminatory public procurement system.

In addition to reconstruction assistance, the use of other instruments could be envisaged from

this phase onwards to help alleviate external financing needs resulting from the transition, and

to support reform. This would be subject to progress on external debt relief and Iraq’s

agreement on a comprehensive macro-economic programme supported by the IMF.

Formal political dialogue: The EU could propose to agree an EU-Iraq Joint Political

Declaration in order to institutionalise political dialogue. This might encompass discussion of

human rights, regional stability, the fight against terrorism and non-proliferation. The

European Parliament and EU Member State parliaments could also be encouraged to pursue

contacts with the Transitional National Assembly.

Joint working groups in sectors of mutual interest: EU/Iraq working groups could be set up to

discuss cooperation in areas such as economic, statistics and trade issues, energy (including

electricity), transport, technical regulations and standards, information society, human rights

and rule of law, migration and counter-terrorism. An informal EU/Iraq energy dialogue could

be rapidly established and the EU could support Iraq’s participation in other regional energy

and transport fora. Bilateral dialogue could lead to future regional dialogues.

Phase III – Medium Term

The appointment of a democratically elected government and the adoption by Iraq of a new

constitution and elections for an executive and legislature should allow for the EU to

normalise relations with Iraq. In this phase, the EU could take the following additional steps:

Negotiations for a bilateral agreement: A bilateral agreement between the EU and Iraq would

reflect the mutual interest in developing a partnership and support Iraq’s political, economic

and social reforms. A trade and cooperation agreement, similar to those in place with other

countries east of Jordan would be an appropriate first step. A more wide-ranging agreement

could be considered subsequently.

Assistance for economic diversification and poverty reduction: As Iraq’s own sources of

revenue increase, in particular through higher oil production levels, its requirements for

external donor assistance should decline. The EU could target EC assistance on technical and

capacity building programmes, and promoting economic diversification and poverty

reduction/livelihoods.

Creation of a regional framework: The EU could explore ways in which the Barcelona

Process experience in promoting cooperation in sectors such as energy, transport,

environment, science and technology, education, dialogue of cultures and support for civil

society, might contributing to enriching regional cooperation between Iraq and its neighbours.

The EU could also consider ways in which Iraq can be associated with the EU’s dialogue with

other partners in the region, particularly with those East of Jordan.

Sustained assistance for the rule of law, democratisation and human rights: The process of

democratisation in Iraq will not end with general elections. The EU should therefore continue

to prioritise assistance over the medium-term which helps increase the capacity of the Iraqi

government and civil society to strengthen democracy, ensure respect for human rights,

including the rights of women and minorities, the rule of law, combat corruption and promote

transparency, accountability and good governance.

European Investment Bank lending: As the focus of external assistance shifts away from grant

contributions, European Investment Bank (EIB) loans could help bridge the period between

grants and private sector involvement following resolution of Iraq’s external debt, starting

with capital-intensive projects such as infrastructure. A mandate for the EIB to lend to Iraq

could be considered in the context of the new Financial Perspectives, possibly as part of a

regional mandate to include countries east of Jordan.

European Commission delegation: The opening of a delegation in Baghdad could be

considered.

V. CONCLUSION

This Communication sets out initial reflections on how the EU might advance its relations

with Iraq, based on a policy of progressive engagement which lays the foundation for a more

substantial and sustained relationship in the medium-term. Its recommendations will need to

be kept under constant review and adapted to the circumstances as the situation evolves on the

ground. The Council of Ministers is invited to consider these recommendations with a view to

the European Council sending a clear signal concerning the EU's commitment to

strengthening its relations with Iraq in the framework of UNSCR 1546 and to help lay the

foundations for a secure, stable, democratic and prosperous Iraq, at peace with its neighbours

and its region, and a full and active member of the international community.

III
G-8 ACTION TO ENDORSE AND ESTABLISH A GLOBAL HIV VACCINE ENTERPRISE 

1.      We reaffirm our commitment to combating the global HIV/AIDS pandemic.  Both individually and collectively, we have increased our efforts aimed at HIV treatment, care, and prevention.  We acknowledge the important role of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria, UNAIDS, and WHO in fighting this pandemic. But the human and economic toll of the AIDS pandemic demands that these activities be complemented by accelerated efforts to develop an HIV vaccine.  In 2001 and 2002, only seven vaccine candidates entered clinical trials, and only one entered advanced human testing, but proved to be ineffective.  Vaccine development efforts have proceeded slowly, due largely to the enormous scientific challenges.  The best way to meet these challenges is for scientists around the world to work together in a complementary manner. 

2.      We believe the time is right for the major scientific and other stakeholders -- both public and private sector, in developed and developing countries -- to come together in a more organized fashion.  This concept has been proposed by an international group of scientists.  Published as a “Policy Forum” in Science magazine.  Klausner, RD, Fauci AS, et al: “The need for a global HIV vaccine enterprise.” Science 300:2036, 2003.  We endorse this concept and call for the establishment of a Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise – a virtual consortium to accelerate HIV vaccine development by enhancing coordination, information sharing, and collaboration globally.  

3.      The Enterprise should establish a strategic plan that would prioritize the scientific challenges to be addressed, coordinate research and product development efforts, and encourage greater use of information sharing networks and technologies.  This plan should serve as a blueprint for helping to align better existing resources and to channel more efficiently to the needs at hand new resources as they become available.  Specifically, the strategic plan should seek to: 

3.1.    Encourage the development of a number of coordinated global HIV Vaccine Development Centers:  Each center should have the critical mass and scientific expertise to advance the development of a particular HIV vaccine approach.  These centers could be self-contained, as is the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) Vaccine Research Center at the U.S. National Institutes of Health, the European Research Institutes or could be virtual centers, such as those funded by the public-private partnerships of the International AIDS Vaccine Initiative (IAVI), the European Developing Countries Clinical Trials Program (EDCTP), the Gates Foundation, and others. 

3.2.    Stimulate the development of increased dedicated HIV vaccine manufacturing capacity:  There is inadequate existing capacity to produce HIV vaccines for advanced clinical testing.  Therefore, the resources and facilities involved in manufacturing potential HIV vaccines must be increased, particularly for testing of vaccine candidates that are currently in or will soon be in the developmental pipeline, like in the EDCTP. 

3.3.    Establish standardized preclinical and clinical laboratory assessment:  Data gathered from clinical trials on a given vaccine candidate should be available and applicable to trials being conducted on other vaccine candidates. Therefore, standardized protocols and measures of effectiveness need to be adopted at the preclinical and clinical stages of vaccine development.  In turn, laboratories need to be better linked to clinical trials, which will require wider use of novel confidentiality agreements and information-sharing technologies. 

3.4.    Expand an integrated international clinical trials system:   Large, clinical programs capable of conducting phase I, II, and III trials of potential HIV vaccines have been established by the U.S. NIAID, France 's Agence Nationale de Recherches sur le SIDA, Italy 's National AIDS Program, IAVI, and the EU.  This global clinical trials system should be expanded and coordinated. It should facilitate a multidisciplinary approach which draws in inputs from social and behavioral scientists, alongside biomedical teams. 

3.5.    Optimize interactions among regulatory authorities:  Increased cooperation, communication and sharing of information among regulatory authorities in various countries and regions involved in licensing HIV vaccines are essential. This can be accomplished without reducing safety or manufacturing standards. 

3.6.    Encourage greater engagement by scientists from developing countries:  Since most phase III trials will need to be conducted in the developing countries hardest hit by the disease, the international clinical trials system must involve local scientists, ethical review committees comprised of local and international representatives, and regulatory bodies. 

4.      We call on all stakeholders in the Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise to complete the development of this strategic plan by our next Summit. 

5.      The United States, in its role as president of the G-8, will convene later this year a meeting of all interested stakeholders in the Enterprise to encourage their collaborative efforts in HIV vaccine development.  This meeting should clarify how the strategic plan is to be implemented.  We support this conference becoming an annual event and we look forward to a report on the follow-up of the Initiative at the next G-8 Summit. 

IV
G8 COMMITMENT TO HELP STOP POLIO FOREVER 

1. In 1988, the world's health ministers unanimously committed to eradicating polio. The G8 countries took up this challenge and together with partners from public and private sectors have raised over $3.3 billion to fund polio immunization campaigns around the world. Already, millions of children have been spared the crippling effects of polio, and if the World Health Organization-led global Polio Eradication Initiative (PEI) succeeds, polio will be eradicated globally by 2005. Only one other major disease -- smallpox -- has been eliminated. 

2. But there are risks ahead. Polio is still present, in varying degrees, in six countries: India, Pakistan, Egypt, Afghanistan, Niger, and Nigeria. Polio has now reemerged in nine countries in Africa. The Polio Eradication Initiative is facing a funding shortfall for 2004-2005. We are within striking distance of closing this gap, and sustaining the efforts will allow immunization campaigns to continue and will bring us closer to our goal of a polio-free world. The gains we have made against this disease will disappear if we do not act now. Key to our success will be an increased engagement and commitment of the polio-endemic countries. 

Our Commitment: 
3. We will take all necessary steps to eradicate polio by 2005. 

4. To ensure that polio does not reemerge, we will work to ensure the full integration of necessary measures in national health strategies and structures in the post-eradication period through 2008. 

5. We are pleased that the financing gap for 2004 has now been closed through our efforts and those of others. We are determined to close the 2005 financing gap by the 2005 G8 Summit through contributions from the G8 and other public and private donors. 

6. We urge governments that have pledged money for polio eradication to turn their pledges into real contributions. We will work to ensure that contributions are made in a timely manner so as to enable budgeting and planning for effective immunization campaigns from now through 2005. 

7. We will also remain engaged with the governments of the six polio-endemic countries and the nine countries in which polio is now spreading to urge them to take stronger steps to contain and destroy the polio virus. We will also engage other donors and organizations to help support and encourage these countries. 

8. The G8 welcomes the resolution on polio eradication passed by the Organization of the Islamic Conference Summit held in Malaysia, from 16-17 October 2003, as another example of partnership in the effort to eradicate polio. 

9. The G8 recognizes the excellent work of the Polio Eradication Initiative and the special contribution made by Rotary International, through direct financial contributions and the engagement of thousands of volunteers throughout the world. 

V

ENDING THE CYCLE OF FAMINE IN THE HORN OF AFRICA, RAISING AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY, AND PROMOTING RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN FOOD INSECURE COUNTRIES 
We are united in our belief that famine is preventable in the 21" century. Famine, food insecurity, and malnutrition have many complex causes, and defeating them will require a global partnership between the governments of affected countries, donors, international institutions, the private sector, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). We renew our commitment to help build this partnership, particularly in Africa, where more than 200 million people remain threatened by famine or food insecurity. 

We support fully the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) and the principles and goals set out in the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme. In particular, we applaud the African Union Declaration on Agriculture and Food Security, in which African leaders committed to allocating at least 10% of national budgetary resources for agriculture and rural development. Our efforts to fight famine, hunger and food insecurity are a demonstration of our commitment to achieve internationally recognized development goals, including the goals of halving by 2015 the number of people who suffer from hunger and from poverty. 

Under the Evian Famine Action Plan, the G8 has made significant progress in coordinating our emergency assistance efforts in the Horn of Africa and improving our famine early warning capabilities. We have agreed on a joint response to the crucial problem of promoting broad​based rural development and raising agricultural productivity in food insecure areas. To build on this work, we have agreed to undertake three new initiatives within the framework of the G8 Africa and Famine Action Plans: 

Breaking the Cycle of Famine in the Horn of Africa: Along with the World Bank and other donors, we have agreed to support a new Ethiopian Government framework that offers a real chance to break the cycle of famine in that country and can serve as a point of reference for other countries. We will work with the New Coalition for Food Security to offer unified support for the Government's reform program to realize the Government's goal of attaining food security for five million chronically food insecure people by 2009. We will support land reform by funding the rollout of a land user rights system throughout Ethiopia by 2006. We will expand our support for rural infrastructure development to help the Government meet or exceed the road building goals set out in its Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP). We will work in a coordinated fashion to develop agricultural markets and facilitate regional economic integration. 

We stand ready to help other countries in the Horn that are willing to make a political commitment to develop comprehensive food security and famine prevention programs. We encourage Eritrea to complete its interim PRSP in a manner which would serve as a basis for a concrete dialogue with its development partners on initiatives to support a transition to a more food secure future. A sustained commitment to policy reform by the Eritrean Government will be essential to deliver on the promise of this paper. 

Improving Worldwide Emergency Assessment and Response Systems: We will work closely with the World Food Program (WFP), Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), other UN agencies, and leading international NGOs to continue to improve global emergency assessment and agricultural information systems in order to estimate more accurately food aid and non-food needs and enable emergency assistance to reach the areas and groups that need it most. During 2004, we will support field testing of improvements to emergency needs assessment systems in two Southern African countries. We urge the international community to meet fully the emergency assistance needs, including non-food items, in the Horn of Africa and other famine-prone regions, and will do our part to achieve that objective. 

Raising Agricultural Productivity in Food Insecure Countries and Promoting Rural Development, Especially in Africa: We applaud the renewed attention by donors, international institutions, NGOs, and developing countries to these crucial issues, in particular the significant increase in the agricultural and rural development activities of the World Bank and the FAO and the innovative irrigation and agricultural technology programs financed by the International Fund for Agricultural Development. 

We will focus our institutional capacity building to help food insecure countries, particularly in Africa, develop agricultural science and technology, raise agriculture productivity, and meet international food safety standards. We will strengthen local and regional agricultural markets and work with governments to improve access for poor farmers to productive resources such as land, credit, agricultural inputs and services, and technology. We will encourage private investment, foster sub-regional growth, promote the use of geo-spatial data, and explore famine​risk schemes. To promote agricultural science and research, we will enhance institutional capacity to utilize science and technology through links between universities. Together we will advance a vision of a "second green revolution" adapted to African conditions that would raise agricultural productivity, promote hardier crops for healthier people, and make food insecurity in Africa a thing of the past. 

The attached Action Plan provides details on these initiatives.   
***** 
ENDING THE CYCLE OF FAMINE IN THE HORN OF AFRICA, 
RAISING AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY, AND 
PROMOTING RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN FOOD INSECURE COUNTRIES:
A G8 ACTION PLAN 
I. Breaking the Cycle of Famine and Increasing Agricultural Productivity in the Horn of Africa 
With a population of almost 150 million, recurring conflict, and an average per capita annual income of less than $220, the Horn of Africa presents a compelling case for attention. For more than two decades, nearly half of Ethiopia's 68 million people have experienced some degree of food insecurity and malnutrition. Approximately five million are "chronically food insecure", i.e., unable at some time in any year to secure an adequate supply of food for survival. Millions more face hunger or food insecurity in Eritrea, Somalia, and the Sudan. 

Since Evian, G8 aid agencies and other donors have worked closely under Ethiopian Government leadership to design and support a "productive safety net." The safety net will protect the assets of chronically food-insecure families, enhance the functioning of food markets, and support urgent rural investments. Within three to five years, this safety net should provide an alternative to emergency assistance for the Ethiopians who are chronically food insecure. 

The completion of Eritrea's interim Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper could offer a basis for a concrete dialogue with its development partners on initiatives to support a transition to a more food secure future. A sustained commitment to policy reform by the Eritrean Government will be essential to deliver on the promise of this paper. G8 members are prepared to support such a commitment by strengthening assistance to projects targeting agricultural development in Eritrea, including in the area of water distribution. 

G8 members will take the following actions in close coordination with each other, governments in the region, and all relevant stakeholders: 

· We will work with the New Coalition for Food Security in Ethiopia to give unified support to the Government's nascent structural reform effort. G8 and other donors have worked with the Government of Ethiopia to develop an alternative to emergency food aid which should cover more than five million people over three years. We will work with the Government and other donors to realize the Government's goal of attaining food security for five million chronically food insecure people by 2009. 

· We will cooperate closely with the Ethiopian Government to address the problems of the most vulnerable groups. Our aid agencies will monitor closely the implementation of the safety net and will coordinate on effective approaches for targeting populations and regions. 

· We will help accelerate land reform and strengthen land tenure for all Ethiopians, including vulnerable groups, by supporting the Government's plan to establish a system of user rights inthe context of its Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP). Working with all stakeholders, G8 countries and other donors will fund the rollout of a transparent user right system in two states in 2004, three more in 2005, and a final two states in 2006. Land reform will increase incentives for farmers to invest in their land and increase agricultural productivity. 

· We will expand our support for rural infrastructure development in the Horn, including social infrastructure, soil fertility, and water management programs. In Ethiopia, this support will take place under the safety net program and will focus on farm-to-market or feeder roads. We will work with the World Bank to increase the number of activities under its Public-Private Infrastructure Advisory Facility. Through these collective efforts, we aim to help the Government meet or exceed the road building goals set out in its PRSP. Developing rural infrastructure helps mitigate food insecurity by connecting food surplus and food deficit regions and enabling the Government and donors to more easily access people in need. Assisting the health and education sectors and building the capacity of institutions and civil society organizations brings a multiplier effect to the wider economy. 

· We will unleash the power of markets through cash-for-work and cash-for-relief programs and working with business associations and cooperatives to expand private participation in market development. Our aid agencies will work with the World Bank and the Government of Ethiopia to complete an Action Plan for improving market and trade infrastructure by June 2005. This plan should include trade information systems, building private sector trade capacity, and access to micro-finance and rural credit. 

· We will work to expand access for Ethiopian farmers to improved agricultural technologies and add value to farmers' production through innovations in processing, packaging, and shipping. 

· We will facilitate regional economic integration and debt relief to mitigate threats of famine and strengthen rural economies as has occurred in other regions of Africa. We will coordinate our trade capacity building assistance to support Ethiopia's full integration into the COMESA Free Trade Agreement as soon as feasible and stand ready to assist Ethiopia in its negotiations to join the WTO. 

· As we pursue these initiatives we will continue to improve donor coordination so as to contribute to the goal of breaking the cycle of famine in the Horn. 

II. Improving Worldwide Emergency Assessment and Response Systems 
Emergency assistance, both food and non-food, continues to play a crucial, short-term role in combating food insecurity. In recent years, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Somalia, and Sudan have been among the world's largest recipients of emergency food assistance. Although harvests improved in 

2003-04, substantial emergency assistance will still be required for Ethiopia, Eritrea, Somalia, and Sudan, in part because of political instability and displacement of populations due to conflicts. 

· We will monitor closely the WFP's estimates of food aid needs in the Horn of Africa. 

· Working with other donors, we will do our part to ensure that emergency needs, including food, are met. 

Our aid agencies are collaborating on efforts to harmonize methodology for collecting data on national nutrition and mortality levels and responding effectively. When operational, these initiatives will give donors reliable new tools to target more quickly and accurately emergency assistance. 

Acting individually and collectively, G8 members will take the following actions: 

· Support national efforts to improve data collection and monitoring systems and enhance capacity to respond to emergency food crisis in line with the NEPAD initiative on Stimulating an Agriculture Renaissance in Support of Food Security in Africa presented at the April 2004 meeting of the African Partnership Forum in Maputo. 

· Continue to work closely with the WFP and Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) to improve global food emergency assessment methodologies and response systems. G8 countries will support the piloting of the improved assessment process in two Southern African countries this year. 

· Support the International Food Policy and Research Institute's "Strategic Analysis Knowledge Support System" for agricultural and market analysis. 

· Support improvement of international needs assessment initiatives such as the WFP/FAO common approach and the Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and Transitions (SMART) Initiative. The G8 will support further activities to improve needs assessment and monitoring of famine and food security. This will include the establishment of a multi-partner experts' panel to review standards of practice for vulnerability assessments and food security and the development of online information systems to disseminate information on vulnerable areas, needs assessments, and the impact of assistance operations. 

· We will support the development of regional strategies for disaster prevention and emergency management covering policy instruments, institutional responses and safety mechanisms. 

· Where possible and appropriate, we will consider the local or regional purchase of relief and food items. 

· We will work to ensure coherence among our policies, including development, trade and agricultural policies that may affect famine, agricultural productivity and rural development in food insecure countries. 

· We will work to ensure that the outcome of the re-negotiation of the Food Aid Convention promotes good food aid practices and improved assessments based on the needs of beneficiaries in food insecure countries. 

· We will work with other governments and stakeholders to implement the recommendations of the World Food Summit and the World Food Summit: Five Years Later. 

· To improve early warning systems, we will share technologies and data to develop food security maps and improve donor and government capacity to collect geo-spatial data. 

III. Boosting Agricultural Productivity and Rural Development in Food Insecure Countries, Especially in Africa 
We welcome the high priority Africans place on increasing agricultural productivity as evidenced by the recent, successful Africa 2020 Conference in Uganda. Raising agricultural productivity and promoting broad-based rural development are two of the long-term keys to reducing the threat of malnutrition and child mortality, increasing incomes, and stimulating overall economic growth in food insecure countries. These challenges are multifaceted, requiring reforms of domestic agricultural, social, economic, and development policies with the full participation of civil society. They demand integrating food and nutrition insecure countries into the world economy, decentralizing decision making, expanding access to credit, empowering women, harnessing the power of science and technology, unleashing the power of markets, and improving rural economic and social infrastructure. 

We strongly support the significant increase in the World Bank's agricultural and rural development activities, including lending, agricultural research and the rural development strategy "Reaching the Rural Poor." We encourage the World Bank to include an assessment of recipient country agricultural policy performance in Country Assistance Strategies where agriculture is a significant economic sector, especially in sub-Saharan Africa. We commit to supporting efforts by Africans to create a positive and sustainable per capita agricultural output growth rate in Sub Saharan Africa by 2007. 

G8 members are supporting a range of programs to promote agricultural productivity and rural development in African and other countries. Our activities are built on the clear lessons of the past, including the importance of a transparent and supportive domestic policy environment; building capacity to implement agricultural and development policy; regional cooperation in support of agricultural growth; participation of all stakeholders; coordination between and a long​term commitment by donors; and local ownership of programs. 

Acting individually and collectively, G8 members will: 

· Focus our institutional capacity building, including in the field of trade facilitation, to help food insecure countries, particularly in Africa, develop agricultural science and technology, raise agriculture productivity, and meet international food safety standards. We will examine the potential of improving education and literacy for farmers to enable them to better utilize existing agricultural technology and equipment. 

· Sponsor in cooperation with the AU, NEPAD, and other relevant organizations a public​private forum in the second half of 2004 aimed at offering concrete solutions to the challenges of raising agricultural productivity, especially for the rural poor. We will explore ways of improving farming techniques and raising yields through improving investment climates, disseminating appropriate and practically usable agricultural technology, identifying research needs, infrastructure and knowledge bottlenecks, and trade capacity gaps. 

· Establish food and nutrition security scholars programs to expand training in agricultural science and technology for researchers, scientists, and policy makers in developing countries. These programs will address the critical role science and technology plays in raising agricultural productivity in an environmentally sustainable way consistent with local needs. 

· Foster partnership relationships between agricultural institutes and agriculture departments in our universities and their counterparts in food-insecure countries, including by linking national programs into sub-regional and regional networks. 

· Support work of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) and others that will channel more effectively resources allocated to research and development of drought, pest, and disease-resistant staple crops for use in developing countries. We will also support initiatives on staple Africa food crops, including the Pan Africa Cassava Initiative, the Global Cassava Partnership and the Pan Africa Nerica initiative. These initiatives, carried out in a responsible manner and respecting biodiversity protection, should result in "hardier crops for healthier people." 

· Assist developing countries in producing and gaining access to geo-spatial information for land-use planning, land cover analysis, agricultural assessments, and environmental monitoring. 

· Promote increased use of local and regional commercial markets to meet food needs in famine prone countries and reduce dependence on food aid. 

· Support the organization of community level associations, including agricultural cooperatives, to provide farmers in food insecure areas with up-to-date information on government policies, useful technologies, and micro finance options. 

· Coordinate in supporting the African Forum for Agricultural Research (FARA) and related Subregional Research Organizations (SROs) in East, West and Southern Africa to facilitate the involvement of all stakeholders in identifying research priorities for stimulating agricultural growth and tackling food and nutrition insecurity. 

· Review ongoing initiatives and help develop a global consensus on the core building blocks of ricultural productivity that includes increasing yields, secure land tenure, functioning markets, sustainable management of natural resources, and social equity. 

· Work with the AU, NEPAD, regional economic organizations, business groups, and relevant international institutions to review and improve the investment environment in Africa and promote private sector links and development. 

· Encourage CGIAR to increase its efforts in Africa, and increase funding for challenge programs on “Water and Food” and those others which benefit Africa. Develop at least three new projects with the African Agricultural Technology Foundation. We will also encourage IFAD efforts to improve the access of African farmers to water on a sustainable basis. 

· Implement programs of support for regional and national programs aimed at tackling food insecurity and vulnerability in Southern Africa by 2005. 

· Support continued exploration of potential market-based famine risk-insurance mechanisms, taking into account work done by the World Bank and WFP. 

VI
G-8 ACTION PLAN: EXPANDING GLOBAL CAPABILITY FOR PEACE SUPPORT OPERATIONS  

The number of peace support operations throughout the world continues to grow, increasing the need for the international community to respond with military and related complex security operations to bring the stability and security that is fundamental to social, economic, and political progress in countries in crisis.  

Africa is facing greater peace support needs, and the international community recognizes the importance of more comprehensive measures for ensuring peace.  In recognition of this, in Kananaskis, we resolved in the Africa Action Plan to “ provide technical and financial assistance so that, by 2010, African countries and regional and sub-regional organizations are able to engage more effectively to prevent and resolve violent conflict on the continent, and undertake peace support operations in accordance with the United Nations Charter ”.  

In Evian, we followed up our earlier pledge with the “Joint Africa/G-8 Action Plan to enhance African Capabilities to undertake Peace Support Operations”.  In that plan, we made the commitment to work with African partners, step by step, to develop key building blocks that will help to channel existing resources more effectively in support of the longer term African vision for its peace and security architecture.  

Already many G-8 countries have undertaken activities to improve the capacity of African organizations and countries to conduct peace support operations and their related activities.  The EU recently established the Peace Facility for Africa , an initiative that pledges €250 million to address the well-recognized financial and logistical difficulties that many countries in Africa face when trying to deploy to international peace support operations and to support the African institutional capacity building process.  The U.S. , France , Canada , Germany and the UK have provided bilateral assistance to train and equip African peace support operations units and to develop the capacity of African organizations to establish, manage and sustain peace support operations.  Italy has provided support to African peace support operations including through training activities at the UN Staff College in Turin and operations at the UN Logistical Support Base in Brindisi .  Japan and Russia have supported African peace support operations efforts and their related activities, including disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration.  

While we have made progress in establishing a framework for greater peace and stability in Africa , more coordination is needed to maximize our individual efforts to enhance African peace support operations capabilities.  

Similar measures to improve the capability to conduct peace support operations and related activities are also needed elsewhere.  There are significant gaps in many countries' abilities to conduct peace support operations in a timely manner.  Institutional capacity building is particularly important for headquarters staffs in those regional and sub-regional organizations that do not have the training and expertise required to effectively plan and carry out peace support operations.  With the growing number of complex peace support operations around the world today, there is a lack of well-trained and equipped units able to respond to increased demands.  Many of the countries that do have the capacity to participate in peace support operations are unable to participate due to their inability to transport and sustain their troops.  Trained units need to maintain their skills until their deployment to a peace support operation.  

Increasingly, carabinieri/gendarme-like forces have demonstrated their unique skills in recent peace support operations.  These units can fill the security gap between military forces and civilian police, relieving some of the military units' heavy burden and establishing an environment in which civilian police can operate effectively within the rule of law.  More interoperable and a greater number of these units are needed to participate in international peace support operations and their related activities.   

Action Plan for Expanding Global Capability for Peace Support Operations 
Today, we committed to an Action Plan to expand global capability for peace support operations that is available for any international peace support operation or mission on a timely basis.  Any nation receiving training and assistance will make its own sovereign decision on whether to deploy its units to a particular peace support operation.  All peace support operations and other related activities undertaken by G-8 members under this initiative would be in accordance with the UN charter.  Moreover, given the fact that most of the peace support operations around the world, particularly those in Africa, are operating under the aegis of the UN and with a UN Security Council mandate, all actions undertaken by the G-8 to expand global capability for peace support operations should be implemented in close cooperation with the UN, in accordance with its technical standards, and take into account the recommendations of the Brahimi Report.  In Africa , these actions should also be implemented in close cooperation with the African Union and sub-regional organizations, in line with the African ownership principle. 

Accordingly, we undertake specific activities and coordinate our efforts closely to ensure the maximum benefit to our partners and ourselves.  Therefore, we commit, consistent with our national laws, to: 

· Train and, where appropriate, equip a total of approximately 75,000 troops worldwide by 2010, in line with commitments undertaken at Kananaskis and Evian.  This effort will have a sustained focus on Africa and other nations that can contribute to peace support operations both in Africa and elsewhere.  We are also committed to training and exercises to ensure that those troops will maintain their skills after their initial training.  Activities will also include enhancing the institutional capacity of regional and sub-regional organizations to plan and execute peace support operations. 

· Coordinate with African partners, the UN, the EU and others to maximize our individual efforts to enhance African peace support operations capabilities and their related activities.  By playing an active part in the AU-hosted annual consultation, setting up donor contact groups in African capitals (as foreseen in the Evian plan), and conducting coordination meetings with interested parties, we will more fully coordinate assistance by G-8 members and others related to peace support operations and their related activities.  To this end, we will establish G-8 expert-level meetings to serve as a clearinghouse for exchanging information for as long as will be needed to accomplish this goal.  

· Build peace support operations capabilities in other regions by 2010.  Many of these peace support operations units could deploy to Africa , as well as to crises in their own regions.  Member states are also committed to providing training and exercises to help ensure that those troops trained maintain their newly learned skills.  

· Work with interested parties, before the next Summit , to develop a transportation and logistics support arrangement, which will help provide countries with transportation to deploy to peace support operations and logistics support to sustain units in the field.  This kind of arrangement, which will take into account existing efforts, should address a key capabilities gap that often prevents timely intervention in crises.  

· Increase our contribution to the training of carabinieri/gendarme-like forces both by continuing to support existing centers dedicated to that purpose, notably those in France and Italy, and those in Africa, and by supporting new initiatives in that respect.  In particular, we will support the Italian initiative to establish, on a multinational basis, an international training center that would serve as a Center of Excellence to provide training and skills for peace support operations.  The center will build on the experience and expertise of the Carabinieri, Gendarmerie and other similar forces to develop carabinieri/gendarme-like units of interested nations, including those in Africa , for peace support operations.  

The initiatives will be carried out by: 

· Operating training programs, including “train the trainer” courses and pre-deployment training for specific missions; 

· Developing a common doctrine and common operational standards for employing carabinieri/gendarme-like forces in peace support operations, specifically with regard to crowd control, combating organized crime, high risk arrests, prison security, protection of sensitive facilities, election security, VIP security and border control; 

· Providing interoperability training with the relevant military forces; and 

· Interacting with academic and research institutions in related areas, such as humanitarian law, human rights, criminal law, prison management, and civil-military cooperation. 

· These efforts complement the objective of building capabilities of military units, as both are needed in peace support operations. 

We remain committed to the above actions to accelerate and expand current efforts to enhance global capability for peace support operations and its related activities.  To do so, G-8 member states have provided, and will continue to provide, substantial support to meet these objectives.  We look forward to the day when these units are no longer needed, but until then we acknowledge that expanding global capability for peace support operations is a critical element to a safer and more secure world.

VII

FACT SHEET: US-EU SUMMIT: AGREEMENT ON GPS-GALILEO COOPERATION

Today, the United States and the European Union reached an agreement covering their satellite navigation services, the U.S. Global Positioning System, and Europe's planned Galileo system. 

The U.S. Global Positioning System (GPS) is a constellation of 28 satellites and ground support facilities, used for a wide array of economic, scientific, and military applications. The satellites broadcast signals that can be converted into precise positioning and timing information anywhere in the world. In 1998, the European Union decided to pursue its own satellite navigation system, known as Galileo, which currently is still in its development phase. 

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell, European Commission Vice-President Loyola de Palacio, and Irish Foreign Minister Brian Cowen signed the Agreement on the Promotion, Provision, and Use of Galileo and GPS Satellite-Based Navigation Systems and Related Applications. This historic agreement protects Allied security interests, while paving the way for an eventual doubling of satellites that will broadcast a common civil signal worldwide, thereby promoting better and more comprehensive service for all users. 

The agreement ensures that Galileo's signals will not harm the navigation warfare capabilities of the United States and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization military forces, ensures that both the United States and the European Union can address individual and mutual security concerns, and calls for non-discrimination and open markets in terms of trade in civil satellite navigation-related goods and services. 

Recognizing the added benefit to civil and commercial users if the two independent systems were compatible and interoperable, the United States and the European Union have shared technical analyses and information, resulting in an agreement to establish a common civil signal. The additional availability, precision, and robustness that will be provided by dual GPS-Galileo receivers lays the foundation for a new generation of satellite-based applications and services, promoting research, development, and investment that will benefit business, science, governments, and recreational users alike.

VIII

EU-U.S. DECLARATION OF SUPPORT FOR THE PEOPLE OF IRAQ

DROMOLAND CASTLE, 26 JUNE 2004

The European Union and the United States share a common commitment in our support for the Iraqi people and the fully sovereign Iraqi Interim Government as they build a free, secure, democratic, unified and prosperous country, at peace with itself, its neighbours and with the wider world. Iraq needs and deserves the strong support of the international community to realise its potential. We applaud the unanimous approval of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1546 on Iraq, endorsing the formation of the fully sovereign Iraqi Interim Government and the political process that will lead to a democratic Iraq, and recognise it as a new basis for the international community to support the goals of the Iraqi people.

· We welcome the establishment of the Iraqi Interim Government and offer our full and

sustained support for its assumption of full sovereignty and for its mission to guide Iraq
 with the advice and support of the United Nations toward elections no later than 31 January 2005.

· We express our shared commitment, and urge others, including international organisations, to support the economic and political reconstruction of Iraq, focusing on priority projects identified by the Iraqi Interim Government.

· We support the continued and expansive engagement of the United Nations in Iraq after the transfer of sovereignty, as circumstances permit, with a leading role in the electoral process and the reconstruction of Iraq.

· Recognising the vital need to combat terrorism and maintain security and stability in Iraq, we support the mission of the Multinational Force for Iraq, including protection of the United Nations’ presence, in accordance with the UNSCR 1546 and the invitation of the Iraqi Interim Government. We stress the need for full respect of the Geneva Conventions. We also support the training and equipping of professional Iraqi security forces, capable of assuming increasing responsibility for the country’s security, as requested by Prime Minister Allawi.

· The U.S. will use its substantial assistance to support the Iraqi people, including through

critical essential services like electricity, oil industry, water resources and sanitation, health care, transportation and telecommunications. In addition, the U.S. will focus on continuing economic and technical assistance and establishing formal bilateral relations with Iraq. 

· The EU is providing assistance for the delivery of key public services, employment and

poverty reduction and strengthening governance, civil society and human rights. The EU will launch dialogue with the Iraqi Interim Government and society and stands ready to prioritise support for the political process and elections, consider further support for the rule of law and civil administration in Iraq, use its relations with Iraq’s neighbours to encourage positive engagement and regional support for political and economic reconstruction, play a positive role in discussions of Iraq’s external debt and on trade issues and work to enhance its representation in Iraq.

· We welcome the success of the recent donors’ conference in Doha of the International

Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq, and will work together and with key governments and organisations before the next conference in Tokyo later this year to identify ways in which the international community can continue to effectively contribute to the reconstruction of Iraq.

· We pledge to provide support and assistance for the process leading to national elections for the Transitional National Assembly no later than 31 January 2005. To that end, the United States and European Union will work together, with other donors, with the Iraqi Interim Government, and in response to requests for assistance from the United Nations, which plays a leading role in the electoral process. This assistance will be fully coordinated with the Iraqi Interim Government.

· We will continue to support the provision of international assistance on a bilateral basis and through the United Nations and other international organisations, with a view to responding to the needs of the Iraqi population.

· We shall promote reduction of Iraq's external debt burden, as debt reduction is critical if the Iraqi people are to have the opportunity to build a free and prosperous nation. This reduction should be provided in connection with an IMF program, and sufficient to ensure sustainability taking into account the recent IMF analysis. We encourage governments within the Paris Club, and non-Paris Club creditors, to achieve that objective in 2004.

· We will support Iraq’s efforts to build a prosperous economy with a thriving private sector and an efficient public sector, attractive and open to investment, that reintegrates the country into the regional and international community, and provides for economic opportunities for all Iraqis.

· To help reestablish the ties that link Iraq to the world, we will explore ways of reaching out directly to the Iraqi people as they emerge from decades of dictatorship to launch the political, social and economic reconstruction of their nation. We will work with the Iraqi Interim Government and Iraqi civil society to strengthen democracy and respect for human rights, the rule of law, transparency and good government.

· We will encourage positive engagement and regional support from Iraq’s neighbours for the political and reconstruction process in Iraq.

· If the Iraqi Interim Government decides that an international conference would support Iraqi political transition and Iraqi recovery to the benefit of the Iraqi people and the interest of stability in the region, we would welcome such a meeting.

IX
EU-U.S. DECLARATION SUPPORTING PEACE, PROGRESS AND REFORM IN THE

BROADER MIDDLE EAST AND IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

DROMOLAND CASTLE, 26 JUNE 2004

1. The European Union and the United States pledge our support to the governments and peoples

of the countries concerned who have, in recent declarations and statements, expressed their

determination to meet the challenges of modernisation; to advance political, social and

economic reforms; to build democracy; and to promote human rights. We believe that increased

economic and political freedom can advance and change lives in the countries concerned. This

task will require the sustained and increased support of the European Union and the United

States. We offer this support in friendship, respect and the spirit of partnership, recognising that

we share the objective of a prosperous, secure and vibrant area. We welcome and support the

initiative launched earlier this month at the G8 Summit in Sea Island, Georgia and the EU

Strategic Partnership with the Mediterranean and the Middle East endorsed by the European

Council on 18 June.

2. We welcome the reform initiatives and declarations calling for political, economic and social

progress that have stemmed from governments and civil societies in the countries concerned.

Our engagement should draw on statements including the Arab League declaration of 23 May

2004, which expressed determination “to firmly establish the basis for democracy”, and the

declarations of Alexandria, the Dead Sea, Sana’a and Aqaba. It should also take into account

the significant analysis and recommendations provided in the Arab Human Development

Reports of 2002 and 2003.

3. We remain convinced that engagement should be based on partnership and acknowledgement of the importance of local ownership. In order to be successful and lasting, reform must come

from within the countries concerned and cannot be imposed from outside. With this in mind,

we seek partnership with governments as well as with civil society and business communities

who aspire towards reform and are ready to work with us on these shared objectives.

4. The peoples of these countries have rich traditions and cultures and have made many lasting

contributions to human civilisation. Each country is unique and their diversity should be

respected. Our engagement must respond to local conditions and be based on local ownership.

Each society will reach its own conclusions about the pace and scope of change. Yet

distinctiveness, important as it is, must not be exploited to prevent reform. The values they seek

for themselves, and which we support, are universal: human dignity, freedom, democracy, the

rule of law, economic opportunity and social justice.

5. We reaffirm our commitment to a just, comprehensive and lasting settlement of the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict. Progress towards a negotiated peace settlement in the Middle East and

towards reform will be mutually reinforcing. Neither should be a precondition nor a substitute

for the other. We support the work of the Quartet on the Road Map and endorse its declaration

of 4 May 2004. We also welcome the League of Arab States’ continued support for the

Roadmap as expressed at the Summit meeting held in Tunis on 22/23 May and the League’s

rejection of acts of violence against civilians without distinction. We reiterate our common

vision of two states, Israel and a viable, democratic, sovereign and contiguous Palestine, living

side by side in peace and security. We welcome and support the efforts of governments in the

countries concerned to contribute to a settlement of this conflict, including the announced

intention of Israeli withdrawal from all Gaza settlements and from parts of the West Bank which

can be a step towards achieving the two-state solution and has the possibility of restarting

progress on the Roadmap. We call for an end of all acts of violence and terrorism. We support

all efforts, including those by Egypt, to resolve critical security issues relating to Gaza. In this

context, any unilateral initiative should be undertaken in a manner consistent with the Roadmap

and the two-state vision. At the same time, we welcome the establishment of the World Bank

Trust Fund and urge international support for this important initiative for Palestinian economic

and social reconstruction.

6. We will build upon our respective policy frameworks and instruments. For the U.S., the Middle East Partnership Initiative is a key instrument, together with other bilateral instruments. For the EU, cooperation is based primarily on its Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, the EU-Gulf

Cooperation Council Cooperation Agreement, the EU Neighbourhood Policy and other bilateral

or multilateral initiatives, including the EU Strategic Partnership for the Mediterranean and the

Middle East, as recently adopted by the European Council. We welcome the G8 Plan of Support

for Reform, including the establishment of the “Forum for the Future”. In this context, we

pledge to work with each other in concrete areas to support:

· Democratic development and the fullest possible participation by all citizens through

programs to strengthen civil society and promote democratic norms and institutions,

including by providing technical assistance and support to independent election

commissions, voter registration programs, conduct of elections, civic awareness programs

(including those with a particular emphasis on women voters and candidates) and through

strengthening parliamentary exchanges and independent media. 

· Increased practical and financial support to enhancing human rights, legislative

reforms and norms of good governance and linking closer relations and financial assistance to the achievement of measurable progress in these areas.

· Efforts to significantly increase literacy skills, including through increased higher and basic education cooperation in areas such as increasing enrollment rates or improving quality, with a special focus on education for women and girls. These efforts will help the countries concerned meet their target of imparting literacy skills to an additional 20 million people by 2015, as set out in the Beirut Declaration on Education for All of January 2004.

· Economic integration, intra-regional trade and expanded trade opportunities in global markets, through support, where appropriate, for accession to the WTO, including technical assistance, support for entrepreneurship and intraregional trade agreements, programs on trade facilitation and support for development of local chambers of commerce. In this regard, we will take into account regional integration initiatives. 

7. In order to follow up on these initiatives, we have agreed to find better ways to coordinate our

respective efforts with each other and in partnership and dialogue with governments and

representatives of civil society and business sectors in the countries concerned. In all instances,

we will seek to respond to the impetus for reform stemming from the individual countries

concerned. We will make full use of the existing structures of cooperation and dialogue

between the EU and U.S., such as the Senior Level Group, to ensure that opportunities for

cooperation and synergy between our respective programs are availed of to the full.

 X

EU-U.S. DECLARATION ON COMBATING TERRORISM
DROMOLAND CASTLE, 26 JUNE 2004

Since the attacks of 11 September 2001, the European Union and the United States have been working together closely to combat the threat of terrorism. In the aftermath of the attacks on Madrid on 11 March 2004, the European Council adopted a Declaration on Combating Terrorism, reinforcing its determination to prevent and fight terrorism. Today we have renewed our commitment to further developing our cooperation against terrorism within the framework of the New Transatlantic Agenda, while recognising the contributions of the G-8 Secure and Facilitated International Travel Initiative.

We remain determined to work together to combat terrorism while sharing a commitment to protect and respect human rights, fundamental freedoms and the rule of law on which our societies are founded and which terrorism seeks to destroy.

On that basis, the U.S., the EU and, as appropriate, its Member States, will take forward work on counterterrorism, in keeping with the following objectives, through dialogue and action at all levels:

1. We will work together to deepen the international consensus and enhance international

efforts to combat terrorism

1.1 We will support the key role of the United Nations, its General Assembly and the work of the Security Council. We will work closely with the UN Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC). We will also contribute to the Global Programme of the United Nations on Drugs and Crime. 

1.2 We will work to ensure universal adherence to, and full implementation of, the United Nations Conventions on terrorism. Likewise, we will press for full implementation by all UN Member States of all relevant UN Resolutions, including 1373 and 1267 and all subsequent amending Resolutions.

2. We reaffirm our total commitment to prevent access by terrorists to financial and other

economic resources 

2.1 We will actively support the work of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) on all issues regarding the financing of terrorism. In particular, we will work to ensure that EU and national legal frameworks are fully adapted to the FATF’s eight special recommendations and Interpretive Notes on terrorist financing.

2.2 We will ensure the effectiveness of our asset freezing and transaction blocking laws and

regulations, by implementing concrete steps to ensure full and effective implementation of all

relevant provisions of UNSCR Resolution 1373.

2.3 We will ensure that internal processes are in place for reviewing proposals for designation, based on thorough and timely consideration of serious and credible evidence, providing a reasonable basis to indicate that such entities or individuals are supporting or financing terrorist activity or a previously designated entity or individual.

2.4 We will strengthen measures to protect against the abuse of formal and informal financial

institutions, including through the regulation of alternative remittance systems, wire transfers and

cash couriers, as well as of trans-border cash movements. We will review the regulation of the nonprofit sector to ensure that it cannot be misused by terrorist organisations or those who seek to finance such organisations. We will keep these questions under active review.

2.5 We will take the necessary steps, in accordance with appropriate procedures and criteria, to

ensure that terrorist groups cannot evade the consequences of designation by renaming themselves or hiding behind front organisations.

2.6 We will work to ensure effective implementation of our respective criminal legislation and

relevant provisions outlawing the support to designated names.

2.7 We will provide public access to consolidated lists in our respective jurisdictions of all persons and entities subject to asset freezing mechanisms of the EU and the U.S. We will also promote awareness within the financial sector, the non-profit sector and the general public of the threat posed by terrorist financing and of responsibilities under relevant anti-terrorist financing legislation and regulation.

2.8 We will seek ways to identify adequate national coordination mechanisms to respond to queries on asset freezing regimes.

2.9 We will work to promote safe harbour provisions at a national level to protect government or

private sector employees from personal liability for reporting, in good faith, suspicious transactions linked to terrorist financing.

2.10 Once we have designated an organisation, we will ensure that appropriate enforcement

agencies or bodies analyse transactions of all accounts of the organisation. We will explore

mechanisms for sharing the results of our analysis.

2.11 We will have a regular dialogue on Terrorist Financing. 

3. We commit to working together to develop measures to maximise our capacities to detect, investigate and prosecute terrorists and prevent terrorist attacks

3.1 We will promote cooperation between our law enforcement agencies and institutions, taking

account of our respective legislation, for the purpose of the prevention, detection, investigation and prosecution of terrorist offences. In particular: 

3.2 We will work together to develop strategies to prevent cyber attacks that threaten our critical

information infrastructures and to combat use of the Internet as a means for communications among terrorists and other criminals.

3.3 We will work together to enhance, in accordance with national legislation, our abilities to share information among intelligence and law enforcement agencies to prevent and disrupt terrorist activities, and to better use sensitive information as allowed by national legislation in aid of prosecutions of terrorists in a manner which protects the information, while ensuring a fair trial.

3.4 We will collaborate on enhancing legal frameworks to prevent terrorism, including by ensuring appropriate legislation is in place to investigate and prosecute offences linked to terrorist activities and facilitate legal cooperation in relation to such offences.

3.5 We will ensure that conduct consisting of knowingly supplying or attempting to supply material or logistic support to terrorists or terrorist groups is made a criminal offence.

3.6 We will work together to promote the use of appropriate investigative techniques, such as

electronic surveillance, in combating terrorism and will collaborate in the development of

mechanisms to protect witnesses and assist law enforcement.

3.7 We will regularly review developments regarding proposals directed at improving the exchange of personal information for the purpose of combating terrorism.

3.8 We will seek to strengthen the exchange of information and the capacity for cooperation

between the U.S. and Europol in accordance with the U.S.-Europol agreements.

3.9 We will explore ways to strengthen cooperation between U.S. prosecutors and Eurojust in

accordance with the Council Decision establishing Eurojust. 

3.10 We will rapidly complete remaining steps necessary to bring the EU-U.S. Agreements on

Extradition and Mutual Legal Assistance into force, so that we can fully use the mechanisms they contain for enhanced cooperation to combat terrorism, including enhanced joint investigative undertakings and enhanced tools to identify bank accounts of terrorists.

3.11 We will explore ways to build better mutual awareness of our respective criminal justice

systems, such as the organising of seminars, participation in each other's law enforcement training programmes and further exchanges of law enforcement personnel that can aid us in our efforts.

3.12 We will seek means to improve cooperation on the sharing of law enforcement and other

sensitive information between government agencies consistent with national legislation, and the

need to protect sources and fair procedures.

4. We will seek to further protect the security of international transport and ensure effective systems of border control

4.1 We will use the recently established EU-U.S. Policy Dialogue on Border and Transport Security to enhance mutual understanding and complementarity of EU-U.S. security policies and improve security in land, air and maritime environments.

4.2 We will work together to further enhance relationships established through programs like the

Container Security Initiative. The recent EC-U.S. agreement expanding customs cooperation will

improve security standards while continuing to facilitate trade. We will enhance information

exchange to increase our ability to target and interdict terrorist threats in the maritime transportation system.

4.3 We reaffirm our commitment to work in close mutual cooperation to increase maritime, port

facility, and vessel security through the International Ship & Port Facility Security Code developed by the United Nations’ International Maritime Organization. We will foster other initiatives from this organisation dedicated to further improving maritime security. We further pledge to assist each other in strengthening our respective maritime transportation systems through self audits and assessments as well as through discussions on harmonising maritime transport security requirements and sharing of best practices.

4.4 We will seek complementary approaches to airport, aircraft and air cargo security, optimised

screening and enhanced security measures as appropriate. We will formulate principles of aviation, port and vessel security and explore cooperation on rail security.

4.5 We will fully implement the EC-U.S. agreement on transfer of passenger name record (PNR)

data and will also cooperate on the development of multilateral standards.

4.6 We will continue to promote document security through the incorporation of interoperable

biometric identifiers into travel documentation and work on compatible technology for the future.

4.7 We will work together to enhance information exchange, including through Interpol, in

responding to the problem of lost and stolen passports and other border control related issues.

5. We will work together to develop further our capabilities to deal with the consequences of a terrorist attack
5.1 Building on the considerable work which has been done in this area within the EU, NATO and other international organisations, we will identify areas for closer cooperation in crisis management. 

5.2 Benefiting from this work, we will open a dialogue between the EU and the U.S. on responding to terrorist attacks, including attacks using CBRN contaminants.

5.3 We will develop strategies to improve communication with the public in the event of a major

terrorist attack.

5.4 We will assist stricken nations in their efforts to mitigate the effects of terrorist attacks.

6. We will work in close cooperation to diminish the underlying conditions that terrorists can seize to recruit and exploit to their advantage. By promoting democracy, development, good governance, justice, increased trade and freedom, we can help end dictatorship and extremism that bring millions of people to misery and bring danger to our own people.

6.1 We will cooperate in developing a long-term strategy to address the above areas and in

identifying ways to make more efficient use of our relevant external assistance programmes, with

special regard to continued support for good governance and the rule of law.

6.2 We will work to support the development of global strategies to promote increased tolerance in the world, including cross-cultural and inter-religious understanding.

7. We will target our external relations actions towards priority Third Countries where counter-terrorist capacity or commitment to combating terrorism needs to be enhanced 

7.1 We will mainstream counter-terrorist objectives into the work of external assistance

programmes and take account of the coordinating work of the UN Counter Terrorism Committee.

7.2 We will have special regard to the objective of counter-terrorism capacity building in third

countries, in line with the current work of the UN CTC, the FATF and the G8 Counter-Terrorist

Action Group.

7.3 Within our counter-terrorism efforts we will work to develop comprehensive Counter-terrorist Financing and Anti-Money Laundering regimes.

XI

EU-U.S. DECLARATION ON THE NON-PROLIFERATION OF WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION

DROMOLAND CASTLE, 26 JUNE 2004

The European Union and the United States reiterate that the proliferation of weapons of mass

destruction (WMD) and their delivery systems is a major threat to international peace and security. The risk that terrorists might acquire such weapons adds a new dimension to this threat. This global challenge requires a long-term strategy and a multifaceted solution. We need to tackle it individually and collectively, working together and with other partners, including through relevant international institutions, in particular those of the United Nations system. We are committed to strengthening the consensus among nations that proliferation is unacceptable. We call attention to our 2003 Joint Statement and our individual and collective joint efforts since then. We have identified the following joint actions to express our continuing determination to prevent, contain and reverse proliferation:

1. We applaud the adoption of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 and urge all

States to implement all of its provisions in full. The Resolution states that proliferation of

nuclear, chemical and biological weapons, as well as their means of delivery, constitutes a threat

to international peace and security. Terrorism and illicit trafficking add new dimensions to this

threat. The Resolution identifies additional steps that States should take to counter these threats.

We will meet our obligations under this Resolution and are prepared to assist States in doing the

same. We will adopt, where needed, and enforce effective laws to prohibit the manufacture,

acquisition, possession, development, transport or transfer of weapons of mass destruction by

non-state actors. We will adopt, where needed, and enforce domestic controls to prevent

proliferation, including physical protection, border, export and transhipment controls.

2. We welcome the G8 Action Plan on Non-proliferation announced at Sea Island on 9 June 2004. 

· To allow the world to safely enjoy the benefits of peaceful nuclear energy without adding to the danger of weapons proliferation, we have agreed to work to establish new measures so that sensitive nuclear items with proliferation potential will not be exported to States that may seek to use them for weapons purposes or allow them to fall into terrorist hands. The export of such items should only occur pursuant to criteria consistent with global nonproliferation norms and to States rigorously committed to those norms. We shall work to amend appropriately the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) guidelines and to gain the widest possible support for such measures in the future. In aid of this process, for the intervening year we agree that it would be prudent not to inaugurate new initiatives involving transfer of enrichment and reprocessing equipment and technologies to other States. We call on all States to adopt this strategy of prudence. We will also develop new measures to ensure reliable access to nuclear materials, equipment and technology, including nuclear fuel and related services, at market conditions, for all States, consistent with maintaining nonproliferation commitments and standards.

· The International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA) Additional Protocol must become an

essential new standard, alongside the IAEA's comprehensive safeguards agreements, in the field of nuclear supply arrangements. We will work to strengthen the NSG guidelines

accordingly. We call on all States to implement these standards by the end of 2005. 

· To enhance the IAEA’s integrity and effectiveness and strengthen its ability to ensure that nations comply with their NPT obligations and safeguards agreements, we will work together to establish a new special committee of the IAEA Board of Governors. This committee would be responsible for preparing a comprehensive plan for strengthened safeguards and verification. We believe this committee should be made up of Member States in compliance with their NPT and IAEA commitments.

· We support the suspension of nuclear fuel cycle cooperation with States that violate their

nuclear non-proliferation and safeguards obligations.

· It is our view that States under IAEA investigation for non-technical violations of their

nuclear non-proliferation and safeguards obligations should not participate in decisions

taken by the IAEA Board of Governors or the proposed special committee regarding their

own case or other compliance cases reviewed by the Board. 

· We fully subscribe to the Proliferation Security Initiative Statement of Interdiction

Principles and support efforts to interdict WMD shipments and enhance cooperation against proliferation networks, including in intelligence and law enforcement.

· We will continue to support the important non-proliferation activities carried out under the Global Partnership Programme.

· We will take concrete steps to expand and improve our capabilities to prevent and respond to bioterrorism.

3. Proliferation is a global threat which requires an effective global response. We reaffirm our

willingness to work together to strengthen and universalise the disarmament and nonproliferation

treaties and regimes that ban the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and

their delivery systems. In particular, we underline the importance of the Treaty on the Non-

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention and

the Chemical Weapons Convention.

· We call on States to fulfill their arms control, disarmament and non-proliferation

commitments under the relevant multilateral treaty regimes. We support universal

adherence to, and compliance with, these commitments.

· We will seek to ensure strict implementation and compliance with these instruments and will support the multilateral institutions charged with verification and upholding compliance with these treaties and agreements.

· We are committed to overcome the stalemate in the Conference on Disarmament.

· We will seek universal adherence to the Hague Code of Conduct against the proliferation of ballistic missiles.

4. We recognise the NPT as the cornerstone of the global non-proliferation regime. We emphasise our commitment to preserve the integrity of the Treaty in all its aspects. We pledge to work together to achieve a successful outcome at the 2005 Review Conference of the Treaty and have agreed to the following steps to strengthen the NPT:

· We will stress the importance of strict compliance with the NPT and continue to promote its universalisation. We recall our decision last year to make the International Atomic Energy Agency’s safeguards agreements and Additional Protocols a standard for nuclear

cooperation and non-proliferation. We seek universal adherence to comprehensive IAEA safeguards agreements and the Additional Protocol.

· We will provide the IAEA with the necessary political and financial support, in particular

for the rigorous implementation of safeguards and will insist on full transparency by all

States, including by States that are subject to safeguards investigations considered by the

IAEA Board of Governors.

5. We remain concerned by the risks posed by the potential use of radioactive sources for terrorist purposes. We have resolved to enhance coordination of our efforts to promote radioactive source security and prevent the misuse of sources.

· In this context, we will encourage every country to work towards following the guidance

contained in the IAEA Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security of Radioactive Sources as revised last year, in order to strengthen the protection and improve the management of radioactive sources.


· We have agreed to import and export control guidance for radioactive sources and will work towards putting adequate export controls in place by the end of 2005 and apply them in a harmonised and consistent manner. We share the view that high-risk radioactive sources should only be supplied to authorised end-users in States that can control them and that States should take measures to prevent sources from being diverted for illicit use.

· We are of the same view on the importance of legal and regulatory controls on radioactive sources and will support IAEA efforts to assist countries that need such assistance to establish effective and sustainable controls.

· We support the IAEA Model Project to Upgrade National Radiation Protection

Infrastructures and the recent IAEA draft Action Plan to expand and accelerate Model

Project efforts, which will help the ability of participating countries to follow the guidance in the revised Code.

· We will coordinate our assistance efforts in these areas.

6. We support amending the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Materials to cover

domestic storage, transport and use of nuclear material for peaceful purposes. We will examine

ways to strengthen existing controls and guidelines on weapons useable nuclear materials and

nuclear facilities used for peaceful purposes.

7. Since last year, we have made significant progress in the area of export control cooperation.

· We will continue to promote, with others, the importance of effective export controls,

backed up by criminal sanctions for illicit export and trafficking of sensitive materials for

WMD programmes and work for a more efficient sharing of relevant information, in order to prevent illicit transfers. We will undertake additional efforts to identify, control and interdict illegal shipments of WMD and missile-related materials. We will also explore ways to implement appropriate measures in the area of export controls and law enforcement that would contribute to the prevention of the illicit transfer of sensitive equipment and technology. We will work together to further strengthen the export control regimes.

· Underlining the importance of effective export control systems and in the context of

UNSCR 1540, we will work to widen international use of the control lists of the existing

international control regimes.

· We welcome recent developments which have seen all remaining EU Member States gain

full membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group and the Australia Group. We are working together to ensure that application for membership by the new EU Member States to the Wassenaar Arrangement and the Missile Technology Control Regime are actively considered in accordance with the respective procedures of those two Groups.

8. We remain committed to cooperating on specific proliferation challenges.

· The DPRK’s announced withdrawal from the NPT is unprecedented and of serious concern to us all. The DPRK’s pursuit of nuclear weapons, in violation of its international

obligations, represents a threat to peace and security, as does the danger that the DPRK

might export fissile material or nuclear weapons to dangerous States and terrorist groups.

We support the Six-Party Process and call upon the DPRK to return to full compliance with the NPT and completely, verifiably and irreversibly dismantle its nuclear programme, including nuclear enrichment and plutonium.

· We remain united in our determination to see the proliferation implications of Iran’s

advanced nuclear program resolved. We are disturbed by Iran’s recent announcement of its intention to resume manufacturing and assembly of centrifuges and urge Iran to rethink its decision. We reiterate that Iran must be in full compliance with its NPT obligations and its safeguards agreements. To this end, we reaffirm the IAEA Board of Governors’ Iran resolutions, which deplore Iran’s insufficient cooperation and call on Iran, inter alia, to cooperate, fully and in a timely and proactive manner, with IAEA investigation of its nuclear programme and suspend all enrichment-related and reprocessing activities.

· We welcome Libya’s decision to abandon, under international verification, its WMD and

longer-range missile programs. We note Libya’s cooperation with the IAEA, the

Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons and others, its signature of the

Additional Protocol, and accession to the Chemical Weapons Convention and

Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. We will work with Libya to implement these and other

non-proliferation commitments.

9. We resolve to continue our work to prevent proliferation activity by both State and non-State

actors and to address existing areas of proliferation concern.

XII

U.S.-EU DECLARATION ON HIV/AIDS, MALARIA, AND TUBERCULOSIS

DROMOLAND CASTLE, 26 JUNE 2004


1. The spread of communicable diseases is one of the biggest threats to human life, prosperity, and security. The HIV/AIDS epidemic, in particular, is one of the biggest global challenges of our time. Twenty years after the disease was first identified, it continues to spread rapidly. Its impact is most devastating in regions least able to mount a defence, particularly sub-Saharan Africa, where it is now rolling back many years of progress in human development, worsening poverty and eroding progress towards the internationally agreed development goals. In some parts of Eastern Europe, Asia, Latin America, and the Caribbean, HIV/AIDS threatens similar tragedies. Effectively rising to the challenge of HIV/AIDS is a key test for governments, multilateral organisations, the private sector, and civil society in the 21st century.

2. The United States and the European Union welcome the strong leadership, internationally and by many national governments, that is now being demonstrated in responding to the global HIV/AIDS epidemic. We also welcome the fact that this leadership is reflected in a significant increase in the resources that we have allocated to fight the epidemic. We are committed to turning the tide on this disease and pledge to work effectively and in coordination with partners, especially in countries facing high current and potential disease burdens, through both bilateral and multilateral means.

3. In recognition of the extent of the crisis and of our joint commitment to fighting HIV/AIDS and other communicable diseases, we are determined to further strengthen our co-operation with a particular focus on the following areas:

Global

4. We support the U.N. Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS. We believe that steps should be taken to address the HIV/AIDS crisis in accordance with the time frames set out in the Declaration.

We have been instrumental in establishing, resourcing, and promoting the effectiveness of the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria. We have supported the promising work of the Global Fund in confronting HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria. We are dedicated to ensuring that Fund resources are available to countries most severely affected by these diseases. We are determined to continue working together to promote the effective operation of this new global mechanism, including the mobilisation of new resources. We are also determined to ensure that it promptly disburses funding in support of programmes that are directed at prevention, treatment, and the care of people living with HIV/AIDS in recipient countries and that provide affordable access to medicines and commodities.

5. In this context, we underline the importance of the work in the WTO related to paragraph 6 of the Doha Ministerial Declaration of 14 November 2001 on TRIPS and Public Health. We undertake to cooperate on the corresponding amendment of the TRIPS Agreement in an expeditious manner.

6. Our governments will also continue to support ongoing efforts to develop technologies to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS, such as vaccines and microbicides. In the long term, such tools will be a key to reducing and ultimately ending the pandemic. We dedicate ourselves and encourage others, including the private sector, to investing necessary resources and working together collaboratively to accelerate the development of vaccines and preventive technologies.

Country

7. We reaffirm our broad and sustained commitment to supporting national AIDS responses. We endorse the "Three Ones": ONE agreed HIV/AIDS Action Framework that provides the basis for coordinating the work of all partners; ONE National AIDS Coordinating Authority with a broad-based multi-sector mandate; and ONE agreed country-level Monitoring and Evaluation System.

8. The "Three Ones" are key principles for concerted action at country level, with a view toward achieving the most effective and efficient use of available resources and ensuring rapid action and transparent, accountable, and results-based management. We will work together with UNAIDS and all our partners to ensure our programmes strengthen local capacity for the effective monitoring and evaluation of HIV/AIDS programmes. We are determined to support the efforts of UNAIDS to facilitate action-oriented policy dialogue, on progress towards the "Three Ones" principles for concerted AIDS action at the country level, and on issues arising from implementation and coordination of country programmes. In this context, we stand prepared to cooperate with UNAIDS on sharing information and reviewing and strengthening the co-ordination of HIV/AIDS responses at the country level.

Private Sector and Civil Society

9. We recognise the positive response of many private sector corporations, foundations, trade unions and associations, non-governmental and faith-based organizations, and associations of people living with HIV/AIDS in responding to the pandemic. We call for a strengthening of this response and a deepening of collaboration between the EU and U.S. private sectors, with a view to investing in programmes that are directed at the prevention, care, and treatment of HIV/AIDS, particularly in the most affected or threatened countries. We call, in particular, for new efforts to explore opportunities for a greater, better-coordinated engagement by these organisations in the global fight against HIV/AIDS.

XIII

EU-U.S. DECLARATION ON SUDAN

DROMOLAND CASTLE, 26 JUNE 2004

The European Union and the United States welcome the Nairobi Declaration of 5 June 2004 on the Final Phase of Peace in Sudan which paves the way for the signature of a comprehensive peace agreement, putting an end to 20 years of conflict in southern Sudan, and commend all those who have worked with the parties to bring the peace talks to this point, in particular the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) and the host nation to the talks, Kenya. The protocols signed at Naivasha on 26 May 2004 demonstrate the continued commitment by both parties and the international community to end this longest-running civil war in Africa. We urge the Government of Sudan and the Sudan Peoples Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) to sustain the momentum towards an early conclusion of a comprehensive peace agreement. We reiterate our firm commitment to support a faithfully implemented comprehensive peace agreement designed to bring peace to all areas of Sudan. The United Nations has an important role to play in achieving this goal. We fully support the work of the UN in addressing the humanitarian and human rights crises in Darfur. 

We express grave concern at the continuing humanitarian crisis in Darfur, western Sudan, where the lives of hundreds of thousands of civilians, who live in desperate conditions and require immediate life-saving relief, are at great risk. We strongly condemn the human rights violations that have been perpetrated there, particularly by Jingaweit militias. We reiterate our call on the Government of Sudan to immediately stop the violence perpetrated by the Jingaweit, ensure the protection and security of civilians and humanitarian workers, disarm the militias and allow full and unimpeded access by humanitarian groups to Darfur. We also reiterate that those responsible for the atrocities must be held accountable. In addition, we call on all signatories to the ceasefire agreement of 8 April 2004, and their proxy militias, to fully respect the terms of the ceasefire and to cooperate with the African Union-led monitoring mission presently being deployed in Darfur.

We commend the African Union for assuming a leading role in its monitoring mission. To support the AU-led mission, we are actively participating, contributing financially as well as sending observers. We encourage all parties to the conflict in Darfur to initiate a dialogue to begin addressing the underlying political and social problems that have led to this crisis.

We call on the Government of Sudan to stop supporting the aggressive actions by militia groups in the Upper Nile region.

XIV
EU-U.S. DECLARATION ON STRENGTHENING OUR ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP

DROMOLAND CASTLE, 26 JUNE 2004

1. Over the last 50 years the economies of the European Union and the United States have

become increasingly integrated, to the benefit of all. Today, we share the largest bilateral

trade and investment relationship in the world, providing jobs to millions of workers on each

side of the Atlantic. We have jointly dismantled trade and investment barriers, stimulated

economic growth and significantly increased our mutual prosperity. The historic expansion

of the European Union to 25 nations and 455 million people brings us additional

opportunities for strengthening our bilateral relationship, as well as for promoting prosperity

beyond our borders.

2. Our economies will prosper faster and further as the global economy grows as a whole.

Trade liberalisation is critical to boosting global prosperity, generating sustained economic

growth and raising living standards. We thus reaffirm their commitment to a multilateral

trading system governed by rules. We are determined to advance multilateral trade

liberalisation and strengthen rules as embodied in the WTO Doha Development Agenda

negotiations. We are encouraged by the re-energised negotiations in recent weeks and

recognise the need to make rapid progress on the core areas. We are on the verge of an

historic opportunity to fundamentally reform trade in agriculture and recognise that progress

in the agriculture negotiations will be essential to move the other core areas of the

negotiations forward. We will continue to cooperate to reach a successful conclusion of the

Doha Development Agenda negotiations as quickly as possible, based upon an ambitious

and balanced outcome, taking into account the needs of developing countries and ensuring

the poorest countries are not left behind. They too should develop the capacity to participate

in the global trading system. We recognise that different countries will need to move at

different speeds towards this aim. Working in cooperation with other WTO members, we

direct our Ministers to finalise negotiating frameworks by the end of July in order to

expeditiously complete these negotiations, reduce global trade barriers and further enhance

the conditions for sustained global economic growth.

3. We are committed to policies producing strong and sustained economic growth to the

mutual benefit of our citizens and the wider world. Innovation will bring improvements in

productivity and stimulate more growth and higher levels of prosperity for our countries as

well as other countries that rely on our markets. Innovative technologies in areas such as

information, communication, hydrogen energy, pharmaceuticals and other health related

products, can provide impetus to our economic partnership. We will reinforce our

commitment to the protection of intellectual property rights, recognising their fundamental

and growing importance to the creation of innovative products, services and technologies in

our economies.

4. Our economic partnership will also thrive on the success of current transatlantic initiatives

as we work to create a seamless transatlantic economic partnership. Today we signed an

agreement on cooperation between the Galileo and GPS satellite navigation systems,

opening the way for wide-ranging commercial opportunities. We are working towards a

comprehensive aviation accord that will expand opportunities not only for airlines, but also

for airports, tourism, business links and cargo transport. We ask our negotiators to continue

their efforts on this important agreement. We are making good progress on our Financial

Markets Regulatory Dialogue to promote a vibrant and open transatlantic capital market. We

recently signed a customs agreement on container security that will make trade more secure

and facilitate legitimate trade. We are working to conclude an agreement on trade in wine,

enhance trade in the expanding sector of organic food products and resolve differences over

poultry trade. We have developed a Roadmap for Regulatory Cooperation outlining a broad

range of activities intended to expand market opportunities and help minimise EU- U.S.

regulatory divergences. We have initiated a policy dialogue to seek ways to raise our long

term growth potential. To date, we have focused on pension systems reform and

productivity growth, both of which are essential to meeting the economic challenge of our

ageing populations.

5. Trade and investment remain at the core of our relationship and we must continue to look

for cooperative means and best practices to enhance economic growth, job creation and

innovation, in particular in the most dynamic sectors of our economies. We will look at new

ways to give our relationship a fresh impetus. In this respect, we welcome and encourage the

current lively and creative public debate on both sides of the Atlantic on how to enhance our

already strong economic relationship. We commend the efforts of the Transatlantic

Dialogues - Business, Consumer and Legislators - and others, to promote closer transatlantic

ties and value those recommendations they have made on ways to eliminate barriers in the

transatlantic market and to boost prosperity, productivity, employment and the standard of

living.

6. We call on stakeholders on both sides of the Atlantic to engage in a vigorous discussion of

concrete ideas on how to further transatlantic economic integration to the fullest, spur

innovation and job creation and better realise the competitive potential of our economies and

enterprises. We also ask senior officials from the EU and the U.S. Government to assess on

each side of the Atlantic our bilateral economic relationship and to explore means to

eliminate trade, regulatory and investment impediments to further economic integration.

This effort may include relevant regulatory agencies as appropriate. We will in early 2005

develop a forward-looking strategy to enhance our economic partnership and eliminate

barriers. The Senior Level Group will present these ideas to Leaders before the next EU-US Summit.

� €100 million was committed for humanitarian activities in 2003, €200 million pledged for


reconstruction in 2003-04 and an additional €2 million provided in 2003 for mine action. ECHO has


reduced its initial estimates for Iraq in 2004 to €3 million. However, additional funds can be mobilised


for new emergency humanitarian needs. See europa.eu.int/comm/world/iraqsit/reconstruct/index.htm for further details of the sources and destination of EC assistance for Iraq in 2003-2004


� E.g the rehabilitation of electricity and other essential infrastructure. 


� Excluding claims granted by the UN Compensation Commission. 


� €190 million on budget line 19 08 07 – ‘Aid for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of Iraq’ and €10 million earmarked on budget line 19 04 03 – ‘Development and consolidation of democracy and the rule of law – respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms’.
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