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Impact Report of the

Network of European Union Centers in the United States.

In 1998, the European Union approved funding to begin a Network of EU Centers in the United States. In 2001 a second wave of funding was approved and the total of European Union Centers in the United States was increased to 15.  As described in the Call for Proposals, the EU Centers initiative was designed to: “(1) further the goals of the New Transatlantic Agenda through enhanced 'People-to-People Links' among the citizens of the European Union and the United States; (2) promote greater understanding in the US of the EU as an evolving system of governance and as an international actor; and (3) increase awareness in the United States about the political, economic and cultural importance of the Transatlantic relationship, especially the increasing scope of EU-US relations.”  The Network has been extremely successful in meeting and exceeding these goals.  Over the past five years, the network of EU Centers in the United States has established solid working relationships with business, media, and government opinion leaders and has reached future global elites and decision-makers with a positive, well grounded understanding of the EU. The future intergenerational dividends of this initiative are likely to be so profound that they will shape the American view of the European Union for several decades.

Centers have both a collective identity in the Network, but also maintain distinctions in regional character and activities.  Centers are well distributed across the US, and have been chosen to provide a good balance of geographic distribution as well as to reflect differences in urban/non-urban and privately/ publicly funded schools.  Centers based in urban areas have built strong connections with consular officials from a variety of world areas.  Centers in agricultural areas have developed relationships with farming and producer organizations, while centers in industrial areas have established workers union and industry connections as well.  All Centers work closely with business, media, and other colleges and schools.  This distribution of expertise prevents duplication of activity and redundancy.  The targeted use of technology also enhances collaboration between the Centers and fosters a sense of a collective, Network identity.  The heart of each Centers’ accomplishments lies in research and in maintaining a critical mass of experts on the EU.  Without this collective impact of expertise, influence in all outreach areas would be reduced, and our visibility and leverage on our own campuses would be considerably weakened.
American universities have extensive experience in attracting external funding to support activities. Most universities have an entire staff of "development officers" whose task is to seek out individual, foundation, and corporate funding for activities. Experienced development officers tell us that, typically, funding occurs in three phases: 1. an initial investment for network and relationship building; 2. a second phase to institutionalize the investment; and 3. gradual withdrawal of funding as the organization gains self sustainability. The Network of Centers is currently in Phase Two, both of EU funding and in attracting external private funds. Working within the established system of institutional development at US universities, additional time and funds are now needed to attract and establish corporate, individual, and foundation funding and fully institutionalize on our campuses.
In Phase One of the EU Centers initiative, we built networks and relationships within the academic community and sectors external to the universities; we identified the issues involved in accomplishing the EU initiatives and developed a set of targets and activities to achieve them.  In Phase Two of the initiative, the Network has enlarged to include new Centers in key geographic areas of the US with outlets to important new audiences.  We have broadened our impact to include activities in additional professional fields and greatly expanded the interaction between practitioners and academics; begun to institutionalize new EU courses and curricula at our schools;  widened our reach in the media and with different sectors of business and government; and we have made strides in securing additional sources of funding for Centers’ activities.

I.  Goals and Successes of the EU Centers Network
The Network of EU Centers is meeting the stated goals of the initiative through a direct impact on the academic, public policy, business and community, and media sectors in the United States and beyond.  As EU Centers are distributed across the United States and involve numerous nearby universities and colleges, the Network has made a measurable impact in several key sectors of society in the US in a short time.
A. Impact in Education.

Attending a community college, college or university in the United States is a rite of passage into the ranks of leadership in civil society. It is extremely unlikely that any individual in the US will become a journalist, labor leader, corporate executive, legislator, or civil servant without earning a qualification at a college or university. In contrast to European students, US students do not immediately specialize upon entering college. They are required to take a series of courses under the rubric of "general education" that always includes a large component of social science courses. Many of our undergraduate courses on the EU fall under this rubric, and thus are taken by a large number of students. We also have a large number of courses embedded in post-graduate, professional training programs.
A key contribution of the EU Centers Network is training future decision-makers and opinion-shapers in the United States. To understand the significance of such a contribution, one must make allowance for the very high coverage of tertiary education in the United States in relation to Europe. OECD statistics show that 67% of Americans between the ages of 18 and 29 attend some form of post-secondary education, compared with less than 40% across EU member countries (OECD, Center for Educational Research and Innovation, International Indicators Project 1995). The Network of EU Centers has a powerful impact in this area.   
1.  New EU Courses and Professional Training.  Over the past five years the EU Centers have offered 2806 courses to approximately 98,000 students in a variety of tracks and departments within our universities. These tracks are the training ground for future lawyers, legislators, government and NGO administrators, Congressional staff, journalists, labor leaders, bankers, information and library scientists, telecommunications experts, social workers, and international professionals. For example, EU regulatory experts taught post-graduate courses at five EU Centers and gathered students from the Schools of Law, Information Sciences, Public and International Affairs, and Political Science and Economics. Literally hundreds of young professionals are now aware of European perspectives on the issues most important to their fields, and will carry that broader mindset into their careers.  
In the second wave of funding the Centers have significantly expanded their reach into professional schools both with new courses and with the development of “EU Tracks” or smaller course components.  Since 2000, the Network has developed new EU related profession school courses in Agricultural Economics, Environmental Sciences, Labor and Industrial Relations, Medicine, Nursing, Public Health, and Veterinary Medicine as well as in the more traditional professional training fields of Business, Education, Information Sciences, Journalism, Law, and Public Affairs.  As a result of the EU Centers’ presence on campuses, these professional schools have now begun a longer process of integrating EU studies into their system of training, an extraordinary experience that would not have been possible without EU funding. As these students enter their respective fields of practice, they bring a broader understanding of the EU and are likely candidates to enter into the transatlantic dialogue of professionals.
2.  Network Curricula and Programs.  Creating structures within which students focus on the EU is an important way to institutionalize EU studies on our campuses and make students more attractive on the job market.  Almost all the Centers have some mechanism by which undergraduates may concentrate on the EU, either a major track, a certificate, or a declared focus.  In 2002 approximately 500 undergraduates were enrolled in these programs.  Several Centers also have graduate programs with an EU or transatlantic focus, including the Transatlantic Studies Certificate and the Transatlantic Masters Program.  The latter is a full graduate program run by two Network Centers in consortium with six European universities that has produced over 70 graduates since 1998.  Graduates of this program are currently serving in several locations in US and European government agencies as well as in a wide array of NGO and corporate positions.

Five Centers host a Model EU club, an organization fashioned after the Model UN, where students from 20-25 colleges role-play member states in policy discussions in the European Commission or Parliament.  This exercise is a high-quality, challenging way to engage students in a deep understanding of the structures of the EU.

3. Broader Impact on the University Curriculum.  A decade or so ago, the Japanese government, in conjunction with a Japanese-American foundation, invested heavily to secure a place for the study of Japan in US education. One of their initiatives was to fund training seminars to help US faculty integrate the study of Japan and the Japanese political system into existing US university courses.  The EU Centers have used the Commission's funding as an opportunity to accomplish this goal for EU studies in the US. We are creating and securing a place for the European Union within the curricula of US universities. As a standard rule of thumb, each faculty member trained in EU topics will have a multiplier effect of around 100-400 students per year. (On average a college faculty member will teach 3-6 classes per year with 35-250 students enrolled in each class).  
In the past five years the Network has held an average of 80 teaching workshops and events each year, training roughly 1500 college professors in content and methods for including the EU into courses in a variety of fields. 
4. Textbook Writing and Content Consulting.  A significant way in which the Network’s faculty members and staff have impacted the teaching of the EU in the US is through the writing of textbooks and consulting with publishers on textbook content.  Nine new college-level texts on aspects of the EU have been authored by faculty at Network Centers since 2001.  In addition to these, a new series of texts entitled Governance in Europe has been edited by a board chaired by the Director of one Center.  
At the secondary schools level, educating students about Europe has traditionally meant a focus on a few member states with little, if any, reference made to the EU. Significant impact has been made in this area where Network outreach coordinators have worked with three US publishing houses on the production of six textbooks on Europe.  In each case, on the recommendation or the EU Centers coordinators, new sections were added to show the relevance of the EU in the study of Europe.  At present one of these texts series, World Explorer: Russia and Europe (Prentice Hall), has been adopted by over 1200 schools.  Securing a place for the EU in a wide array of secondary and post-secondary school textbooks will have a strong pay-off as these students move through the levels of higher education and on into careers. 
5.  Distance Education and Web-based Teaching and Materials. A significant extension in the Second Phase of Network funding has been the addition of distance learning to the more traditional campus-based coursework offered by the Centers.  Fourteen new web-based courses on the EU are currently taught within the Network and many more courses now integrate video-conferencing with other Centers and with European universities. This technique is valuable in that it directly connects European and American students with common interests and helps to stimulate the transatlantic dialogue on and across campuses.

To integrate EU topics into existing classes, several Centers have developed materials that instructors can download from the web and immediately use in classroom instruction. This is a cost-effective way to achieve added value from the existing publications put out by the EU by putting them directly into classrooms with teaching guidelines. There is also an EU-funded "Teaching the EU" website. 
6. Faculty Development and Scholarship on EU. Current scholarship on the EU, much of it sponsored through the Network of Centers, will determine the way the EU is presented in hundreds of classrooms across the US for many years to come.  This scholarship can also impact the shaping of public policy in the EU and in the US.  Over 750 faculty members are directly involved with Centers in the Network in either a teaching or research capacity.  Over 300 EU-related publications (books, special journal editions, and articles) have been produced by these faculty members since 2001.  As some Centers move into their fifth year of funding, more and more publications that are the direct result of original research and data collection sponsored by the Centers, appear. 

The network’s research activities speak to the heart of each research university and have a significant multiplier effect in the classroom and in outreach activities.  Research is critical to the legitimacy of each Center, and the Centers would enjoy far less visibility, status, and institutional support if they were not viewed as strong contributors to the over-all research mission of their host universities. 

7.  Research Collaboration.  There has been a significant rise since 2001 in the amount of collaborative research within the Network with almost half the centers reporting joint-sponsorship of speakers, workshops, or conferences.  Most impressive is the tremendous increase in transatlantic collaboration taking place between the Centers and European universities. There are approximately 150 collaborative projects in operation between the Centers and their counterparts in almost all the member and applicant states in Europe.  Many Center faculty are also actively engaged in the policy programs of European and American think-tanks.  
8.  Practitioner-Academic Interaction.   The Network of Centers has been responsible for instigating a dramatic rise in the number of European practitioners who visit the US and participate in Center activities.  All Centers report hosting at least one, and in many cases several, long-term visiting scholars.  A total of 380 European practitioners were listed as participants in Center activities in one year (2002) alone.  Visiting practitioners generally operate in the fields of the Centers’ research faculty and their presence contributes to the accuracy and sophistication of the resulting publications.  Using visiting practitioners in this way, the Centers have brought real-world insight into research networks.  This is reflected in the topics of many conferences involving practitioner participation—Environmental Policy, Immigration, Labor Relations, E-Europe, Trade Relations, and various regulatory topics.  
9. PhD Training and Placement. The long-term place of the EU as a standard topic of study in US colleges will depend upon an adequate supply of well-trained faculty placed in institutions across the country. All EU Centers are PhD granting institutions, well placed to influence the training of future faculty. In a career of teaching, one faculty member impacts over 100-400 students per year for 20-30 years. The Network has made an impact both in attracting new doctoral candidates into research areas involving the EU and in supporting increasing numbers of dissertations on transatlantic topics. One Center has held two summer workshops where European and American doctoral students writing on EU topics have met, received faculty advice, and critiqued each other’s work. The investment in PhD level training is critical for the life of EU studies in the US. The Network has approximately 600 PhD students in training in Agriculture, Business, Economics, Education, Journalism, Law, Political Science, Public Policy, Sociology, and Veterinary Medicine.
B. Impact on Public Policy Discussion

Establishing networks and building relationships in the public-policy arena allows EU Centers to make an impact on public policy while also building political and business support, eventually leading to sustainability.

1.  Policy Conferences. The Network of Centers has brought together EU and US policy makers along with business representatives to discuss policy and effect policy changes. The network had hosted over 50 EU officials and more than 80 US policy makers at some 60 conferences on topics including: bio-technology; comparative social policy, dimensions of contestation; EU regions; transatlantic crime and security; and various regulatory policy areas.

2. Governmental Contacts. The Network of Centers has established new contacts with local, state, and federal government officials.  A few Centers have given briefings on the EU to Governors, US Senators and Representatives, and all centers have made on-going contacts in their State Departments of Economic Development or Commerce.  The North Carolina Center hosts an annual event during which EU government or industry representatives meet with various state agencies with responsibility for the same issues.  One year the participants came from the furniture industry, another year they were city and county managers. The Wisconsin Center has regular attendance at its events by some 20 legislators. The new Miami Center has built relationships with the Miami Consulates General and Chambers of Commerce of Spain, Italy, France, the United Kingdom and Germany who have co-sponsored events.  
Several Centers have newly developed relationships with branches of the military: briefing military classes on events in the EU; hosting an annual “EU Day” for soldiers in the European Studies Officers Training Corps; and recruiting officers for their graduate programs.
3.  Placing Interns in Government. All EU Centers have increasing numbers of undergraduates and post-graduates, trained in EU studies, serving as interns in the US government at both state and federal levels and also in positions abroad. These students take with them new insights into the importance of the EU and use this knowledge in their jobs.

C. Impact on Electronic and Traditional Media

The Network of Centers also meets the stated goals in our efforts to work with the US media. Coverage of our activities through articles and stories in newspapers, business journals, and trade magazines, as well as electronically on television, radio, and Internet has increased the average American's exposure to the EU. The average daily newspaper circulation for an average city ranges from 300,000 to 1.7 million per day.

1.  Articles in Electronic and Print Media. Numerous articles on the EU and EU Centers have been published or distributed electronically. Each Center has an electronic or print newsletter distributed periodically with a combined circulation of around 15,000.  During the second phase of funding there has been a significant increase in the number or radio and televisions interviews and newspaper coverage of Network Centers’ activity of commentary on EU events.  Several of the new Centers report local media coverage of their opening ceremonies. The debut of the Euro was also a good opportunity for Centers’ faculty experts to be profiled in a number of newspapers including the Financial Times and various local newspapers and radio/TV stations.  Other media outlets that have carried stories by Center faculty or about Center activity include: the Economist, Miami Herald, New Statesman, Broward Sun-Sentinel, Miami Today, Durham Herald-Sun, St. Petersburg Times, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Raleigh News and Observer, Die Zeit, Wirtschaftswoche (Berlin),  BBC, CBS, NBC, NPR and many local Radio or TV stations.  
2. Web Sites. All Centers in the network have web sites providing extensive information about the EU, member states, enlargement, and transatlantic relations.  Several also use their websites to publish papers, data sets, and transatlantic news and analysis.  Collectively, the Network's web sites have accumulated over half a million hits and currently receive around 5,000 hits per month. The web sites extend the EU Centers reach to wide and diverse audiences.

II. Goals and Successes of the EU Centers Network: People-to-People Links

The Network of EU Centers has not been invited to participate in the transatlantic dialogues established between the US and the EU. None-the-less we have had a significant impact in meeting this first stated goal of the EU initiative. Collaborations with business and community organizations and individuals make the EU an "actor" at the local and regional levels.

A.  Initiatives in the Business Community

Since 1998 EU Centers have organized more than 120 events to educate opinion leaders in the business community about the EU and the importance of the transatlantic relationship.  Several Centers have received co-sponsorship for specific activities from local businesses. Local organizations frequently draw on the EU experts at the Centers for information and advice about the EU.
1. Professional Associations. The Centers regularly co​-sponsor speakers and discussions with many different business organizations. One Center has an annual "EU Symposium" which includes a series of events with the business and local government communities over a period of 3-4 days each spring. Other Centers have established links with World Affairs Councils, local Trade Organizations, the US Steel Workers Union, state furniture industry, banks, technology companies, agricultural associations, and business and governmental associations in Mexico and Latin America. 
2.  Policy Briefs and Working Paper Series. The Network of Centers includes several Policy Brief collections in which groups of faculty and practitioners summarize their research on policy issues into short 3-4 page executive summaries.  These documents are then mailed out or posted on the web.  The publications are often the product of Centers’ Working Groups that bring experts together to discuss EU-related issues with members from the business and community.  Some 25 Working Groups are currently operating in the Network.  These groups have members primarily from the academic community, but are increasingly drawing on the expertise of both local and European practitioners from various fields.
B.  Initiatives with Other Outreach Constitutencies.

The Network Centers all engage in outreach activities with local and regional communities. Public speakers, roundtable discussions, films and other events are used as a way to attract local audiences and engage them in discussion about the EU.  Over 200 activities for the public have been hosted by the Centers since 2001.  Cumulative attendance at these events tops 12,000.   
1.  Languages other than English.  In response to the call for proposals requesting “activities in languages other than English”, there has been a significant increase in the Second Phase of funding of activities such as film festivals, lectures, and courses conducted in Spanish, Italian, French, and German.  The increase in cultural events such as film screenings and festivals, as well as writer forums, is a slight shift from the dominance of political and economic topics in the First Phase of funding. This growth reflects the broadening of public interest in the EU as a social and cultural entity as well as a political and economic one.
2.  Foreign Student Enrollment. The 15 EU Centers in the US are hosted by some of the most prestigious universities in the US and several are ‘flagship’ institutions—central universities in their state systems.  As such they attract not only the best US students, but also some of the best students from other countries.  Over 45,000 foreign students are enrolled at Network universities, some 6000 of them are from EU member countries.   Foreign students and visiting scholars are often active participants in the classes, visiting speaker series, and other Center activities and thus the impact of the Centers expands far beyond the US.
3.  Teacher Training and Development of Materials.  All Centers engage in significant outreach to high schools.  This outreach takes two forms: classroom visits to speak directly with students about the EU and specialized training workshops and materials development for teachers.  The latter is most prevalent across the Centers and has a extremely large multiplier effect as each teacher in a typical US High School will impact 200-400 students in a year.  Standard High School textbooks do not give much coverage to the EU, so one extremely important activity is the writing of classroom materials for teachers as well as hosting workshops to educate the teachers themselves in EU topics.  Collectively, Network Centers hold 30-40 teacher workshops each year.  Five Centers have written new materials on the EU which are sent to teachers, and three Centers have extensive web sites with original materials available for teachers to download.  The Commission’s educational publications also serve as the basis for some materials, with supplements written to fit them into the US curriculum.  These new web units include role-play activities, simulations, and a set of activities based on the 2001 DG Education and Culture Youth Unit survey of young people in the EU.  In 2001, the Centers had a reported attendance and materials use involving over 5700 individuals. 
4. State and Local Government.   As noted above, several Centers are located or sponsor programs in their state capitals, with briefing sessions for state legislators and meetings arranged for EU visitors with governors and other state officials.  These are important programs because U.S. states can play an influential role in the U.S. policy process, with state officials often moving on to roles of national prominence.
Conclusion

In conclusion, the fifteen EU Centers have used their scholarly expertise on the European Union to build a solid academic network that, within a short time, has successfully educated and impacted hundreds of High Schools and colleges across the US, re-shaped many professional training programs to include the EU, and prepared the next generation of teachers at all levels who will educate and research on the EU.  The future of transatlantic relations will be shaped by perceptions held by current and future opinion leaders who are being educated by the EU Centers through their activities and outreach and in the classroom.   With a solid academic network as a base, the EU Centers can leverage this existing strength to influence other sectors of American society and create a European Union presence.  The Network of Centers has built strong relationships in business, media, and government, and serves as a conduit for information and expert analysis on the EU.
One new factor that is increasing the demand on Centers’ resources is the imminent accession of ten new member countries into the EU.  All of the Centers operated from a cache of expertise and a knowledge base primarily on West European topics.  As the EU enlarges, so too must the Centers enlarge the faculty base that we draw on for expertise.  This will involve larger expenditures as we offer incentives to faculty and graduate students to integrate not only an EU, but now also a Central/Eastern European perspective into teaching and research.  Outreach activities that educate about the accession countries will also be an additional expense.  In the US, we can draw on substantial existing knowledge and interest in Western Europe, but information about Central/Eastern Europe and other accession countries is less well integrated into US culture.  
