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EU military operation in support of MONUC during the election process in the Democratic Republic of Congo (Operation EUFOR - RD Congo)

The Military Operation

Following a request by the United Nations and  in agreement with the authorities of the DR Congo, the EU has decided to launch an autonomous military operation in support of MONUC during the crucial election period in the DR Congo. 
Code-named "EUFOR RD Congo" , the military operation will be deployed in accordance with the mandate set out in United Nations Security Council Resolution 1671 (2006) adopted unanimously on 25 April 2006.
The operation will reinforce the UN mission already in place in DR Congo (MONUC). It is intended to enhance security during the Congolese elections scheduled for July 30 and  will last four months from this date. 
􀂃 EUFOR  RD Congo will comprisesome 2000 troops who will operate under a  UN Chapter VII mandate (UNSCR 1671 (2006)). EUFOR RD Congo will include: 

a) the deployment of an advance element to Kinshasa (Force HQ); 
b) the availability of a battalion-size "on-call" force over the horizon outside the country (in Gabon),  but quickly deployable if necessary. This force will be on stand-by, ready to be deployed upon decision by the EU.

The operation, including the OHQ,   comprises troops from 20 EU member states as well as from Turkey,  In addition to Germany and France  other major contributorsinclude: Poland, Sweden, the Netherlands, Spain and Portugal.
􀂃 The main objectives of Operation EUFOR DRC are:

– to support MONUC to stabilise a situation, in case MONUC faces serious difficulties in fulfilling its mandate within its existing capabilities,

– to contribute to the protection of civilians under imminent threat of physical violence in the areas of its deployment, and without prejudice to the responsibility of the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo,

– to contribute to airport protection in Kinshasa,

– to ensure the security and freedom of movement of the personnel as well as the protection of the installations of EUFOR RD Congo,

– to execute operations of limited character in order to extract individuals in danger.

􀂃 Operation EUFOR DRC  is the second military autonomous EU operation, after Operation Artemis in 2003 in Eastern DRC.  
The Council of the EU has appointed Lieutenant General Karlheinz VIERECK (Germany) EU Operation Commander and Major General Christian DAMAY (France) EU Force Commander. The EU Operations Headquarters (OHQ) have been established in Potsdam, Germany. 

􀂃 The EU's Political and Security Committee (PSC) will exercise the political control and strategic direction of the operation, under the authority  of the Council.

􀂃 The common costs of Operation EUFOR DR Congo are paid through contributions by EU Member States to a financial mechanism (Athena) based on GDP.
In accordance with EU/NATO consultations agreements, NATO will be kept informed of the evolution of the operation.
EUFOR DRC  is part of a broader EU policy and presence in the Democratic Republic of Congo

􀂃 The case of the DRC shows how a variety of EU missions have helped the UN (MONUC) to stabilize the situation and to support the transition process to a political settlement: ARTEMIS as a quick response and a bridging operation in 2003, EUPOL Kinshasa for police training, EUSEC Congo for security sector reform, and a chain of payment project to ensure effective payment of the reformed armed forces (see already published factsheets). EUFOR RD Congo will be another important contribution in that respect. An important EU observation mission of the elections will also be activated in the coming days.
􀂃 More generally, EUFOR DRC illustrates the importance attached by the EU, including through ESDP, to Africa (notably support to the African Union in Darfur, capacity building, Africa strategy). It also demonstrates EU's readiness and ability to support UN actions.
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